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From left: former Sen. Chuck Hagel, President Barack Obama and John Brennan during a ceremony in the East Room of the White 
House, Jan. 7, 2013. Obama announced Monday that Hagel will be his next secretary of defense, and Brennan will head the CIA. 

(Luke Sharrett/The New York Times) 


Obama gears up for war on Hagel, Brennan picks 


EMOTIONAL 

TESTIMONY 

CENTENNIAL, Colorado 
(AP) — The families of vic¬ 
tims lasf year’s mass shoot¬ 
ing at a Colorado theater 



A woman covers her face 
as she leaves a preliminary 
hearing for James Holmes at 
the courthouse in Centennial, 
Colo., on Monday, Jan. 7, 
2013. 

(AP Photo/Ed Andrieski) 

shooting sat through emo¬ 
tional testimony Monday 
from police officers who 
tried to save the lives of the 
wounded. 

One sergeant recalled dur¬ 
ing the hearing for suspect¬ 
ed gunman James Holmes 
that he checked and did 
not find a pulse for the 
youngest victim, 6-year-old 
Veronica Moser-Sullivan. 
Another who drove the 
wounded to the hospital 
said he had to stop one 
man worried about his 
7-year-old daughter from 
jumping out of the moving 
patrol car. 

A bearded Holmes didn’t 
appear to show any emo¬ 
tion. One woman sat with 
her head buried in her 
hands during the testimony 
about Veronica. 


Continued on Page 4 


JULIE PACE 

AP White House Corre¬ 
spondent 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama riled 
Senate Republicans and 
some Democrats, too, on 
Monday by nominating 
former senator and com¬ 
bat veteran Chuck Hagel 
to lead the Pentagon and 
anti-terrorism chief John 
Brennan as the next direc¬ 
tor of the Central Intelli¬ 
gence Agency. 

Hagel and Brennan, in sep¬ 
arate Senate confirmation 
hearings, will face sharp 
questions on a range of 
contentious issues, includ¬ 
ing U.S. policy about Israel 
and Iran, targeted drone 


attacks and harsh interro¬ 
gation tactics. Of the two 
men, Hagel is expected 
to face a tougher path, 
though both are likely to 
be confirmed. 

Hagel would be the first en¬ 
listed soldier and first Viet¬ 
nam veteran to head the 
Pentagon. 

“These two leaders have 
dedicated their lives to 
protecting our country,” 
Obama said, standing 
alongside them and the 
men they would succeed 
during a ceremony in the 
White House East Room. “I 
urge the Senate to confirm 
them as soon as possible 
so we can keep our nation 
secure and the American 


people safe.” 

For Obama, a pair of 
combative confirmation 
hearings could turn into 
a distraction as he opens 
his second term. But the 
president signaled he was 
ready to take that risk. 
Hagel, a former Republi¬ 
can senator from Nebras¬ 
ka, has been criticized as 
hostile toward Israel and 
soft on Iran. Opponents 
also have highlighted his 
1998 comments about 
an ambassador nominee 
whom he called “openly, 
aggressively gay” — a 
comment for which he re¬ 
cently apologized. 
Brennan, a 25-year CIA 
veteran, was under consid¬ 


eration to run the agency 
after Obama won the 2008 
election but withdrew his 
name amid criticism from 
liberal activists who ques¬ 
tioned his connection to 
the harsh interrogation 
techniques used by the 
CIA during the George W. 
Bush administration. 

One of Hagel's toughest 
critics. Sen. Lindsay Gra¬ 
ham called his former col¬ 
league’s foreign policy 
views “outside the main¬ 
stream” and said he would 
be “the most antagonistic 
secretary of defense to¬ 
ward the state of Israel in 
our nation's history." 

Continued on Page 5 
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Richardson, Google chair in North Korea 


JEAN H. LEE 
Associated Press 
PYONGYANG, North Korea 
(AP) — Google's chairman 
wants a firsthand look at 
North Korea’s economy 
and social media land¬ 
scape during his private 
visit Monday to the com¬ 
munist nation, his delega¬ 
tion said, despite misgiv¬ 
ings in Washington over 
the timing of the trip. 

Eric Schmidt, executive 
chairman of one of the 
world’s biggest Internet 
companies, is the highest- 
profile U.S. executive to 
visit North Korea — a coun¬ 
try with notoriously restric¬ 
tive online policies — since 
young leader Kim Jong Un 
took power a year ago. 


His visit has drawn criticism 
from the U.S. State Depart¬ 
ment because it comes 
only weeks after a contro¬ 
versial North Korean rocket 
launch; it has also prompt¬ 
ed speculation about what 
the businessman hopes to 
accomplish. 

Schmidt arrived on a com¬ 
mercial Air China flight with 
former New Mexico Gov. 
Bill Richardson, who has 
traveled more than a half- 
dozen times to North Korea 
over the past 20 years. 
Richardson, speaking 
ahead of the flight from 
Beijing, called the trip a pri¬ 
vate, humanitarian mission. 
“This is not a Google trip, 
but I’m sure he’s interested 
in some of the economic 
issues there, the social me¬ 


dia aspect. So this is why 
we are teamed up on this,” 
Richardson said without 
elaborating on what he 
meant by the “social me¬ 
dia aspect.” 

“We'll meet with North Ko¬ 
rean political leaders. We'll 
meet with North Korean 
economic leaders, military. 
We’ll visit some universities. 
We don’t control the visit. 
They will let us know what 
the schedule is when we 
get there,” he said. 

U.S. officials have crificized 
fhe four-day frip. North Ko¬ 
rea on Dec. 12 fired a satel¬ 
lite into space using a long- 
range rocket. Washington 
condemned the launch, 
which it considers a test 
of ballistic missile technol¬ 


ogy, as a violation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
barring Pyongyang from 
developing its nuclear and 
missile programs. The Se¬ 
curity Council is deliberat¬ 
ing whether to take further 
action. “We continue to 
think the trip is ill-advised,” 
State Department spokes¬ 
woman Victoria Nuland 
told reporters Monday, re¬ 
iterating the U.S. position 
that the visit is badly timed. 
However she added that 
the government would be 
open to hearing from the 
delegation after they re¬ 
turn from North Korea. 

The trip was planned well 
before North Korea an¬ 
nounced its plans to send 
a satellite into space, two 
people with knowledge of 


the delegation’s plans told 
The Associated Press. AP 
first reported the group's 
plans last Thursday. 
Schmidt, a staunch propo¬ 
nent of Internet connectivi¬ 
ty and openness, is expect¬ 
ed to make a donation 
during the visit, while Rich¬ 
ardson will try to discuss the 
detainment of a U.S. citizen 
jailed in Pyongyang, mem¬ 
bers of the delegation told 
AP. They asked not to be 
named, saying the trip was 
a private visit. 

“We’re going to try to in¬ 
quire the status, see if we 
can see him, possibly lay 
fhe groundwork for him 
coming home,” Richard¬ 
son said of fhe U.S. citizen. 
“I heard from his son who 


lives in Washington state, 
who asked me to bring him 
back. I doubt we can do it 
on this trip." 

The visit comes just days 
after Kim, who took power 
following the Dec. 17, 2011, 
death of his father, Kim 
Jong II, laid out a series of 
policy goals for North Ko¬ 
rea in a lengthy New Year's 
speech. He cited expand¬ 
ing science and technol¬ 
ogy as a means to improv¬ 
ing the country's economy 
as a key goal for 2013. 
North Korea’s economy 
has languished for de¬ 
cades, particularly after 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, which since the mid- 
1940s had provided the 
country with an economic 
safety net.Q 



Former New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson is interviewed by journalists after arriving at Pyongyang 
International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea, Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. Richardson arrived in 
the North Korean capital with Executive Chairman of Google Eric Schmidt, and called the trip a 


private humanitarian visit. 


(AP Photo/Kim Kwang Hyon) 



AROUND THE WORLD 

North Ireland unrest brews over flag 

LONDON (AP) — Police clashed with brick-hurling rioters 
in Belfast on Monday as demonstrations over flying the 
British flag stretched into a fifth straight day. Television 
footage from Northern Ireland's capital showed burning 
vehicles as protesters clashed with police. Protestant pro¬ 
testers have been out in force — with sometimes violent 
results — since a Dec. 3 decision by Belfast City Council to 
stop flying the British flag year-round. Such issues of sym¬ 
bolism routinely inflame sectarian passions in Northern Ire¬ 
land, where Protestants mainly want to stay in the United 
Kingdom and Catholics want to unite with the Republic 
of Ireland. □ 

Islamists closer to government areas 

BAMAKO, Mali (AP) — A military official in Mali says Is¬ 
lamists who seized the northern half of the country are 
moving closer toward areas under government control. 
The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause he was not authorized to speak to the media, said 
late Monday that Islamists from the north had reached 
the village of Bourei, only 40 kilometers (25 miles) from the 
last town under the purview of Mali’s military. The insur¬ 
gent advance reignites long-held fears that the al-Qai- 
da-linked militants could try to move into southern Mali. 
Mali’s government lost control of the northern half of the 
country in April. □ 

Spitfire plane collapses on UK runway 

LONDON (AP) — Airport officials say an antique Spitfire air¬ 
craft owned by engine company Rolls Royce collapsed 
shortly after landing at East Midlands Airport in central 
England. The airport said in a statement the World War 
ll-era plane’s undercarriage failed as it touched down 
Monday afternoon. The pilot was unharmed and the 
damaged aircraft was towed away. The sleek-looking 
Spitfire played a pivotal role in the Battle of Britain, when 
the single-seat fighter helped beat back waves of Ger¬ 
man bombers. More than 20,000 were built, although 
only a few dozen remain in working order today. It typi¬ 
cally appears at airshows. □ 

SA mine stays shut because of unrest 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A South African gold mining 
company says one of its mines will stay closed for now 
because of labor unrest. Harmony Gold Mining Co. Ltd. 
said Monday that it would seek an agreement with labor 
that would allow the Kusasalethu mine to operate with¬ 
out threats to the safety of employees. But the company 
is considering whether to shut the mine altogether and 
proceed with layoffs if negotiations fail. The mine was 
closed last month. In November, the company said two 
of its workers were killed and another injured in violence 
at the mine southwest of Johannesburg, amid labor un¬ 
rest at mines across South Africa. □ 

Egypt’s pope: Copts to “not be afraid” 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's pope urged his congregants to be 
joyful and “not be afraid” in his Mass for Coptic Christmas, 
trying to reassure a community feeling anxious abouf 
the rise of Islamists to power here. Pope Tawadros II also 
prayed for peace and stability for Egypt when he led his 
first Christmas Midnight Mass late Sunday night. He asked 
God to guide Islamist President Mohammed Morsi and 
his government to lead “wisely.” His prayers reflected the 
concerns of fhe Coptic Christians, who represent about 
10% of Egypt’s 85 million people. Many are unsettled with 
a new constitution that could open the way for stricter 
Islamic law in Egypt. □ 
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World slams Assad speech as Syria continues spiral 


BARBARA SURK 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — U.N. Secre¬ 
tary-General Ban Ki-moon 
on Monday expressed dis¬ 
appointment with Syrian 
President Bashar Assad for 
rejecting the most impor¬ 
tant elements of an inter¬ 
national roadmap to end 
the country’s civil war — a 
political handover and es¬ 
tablishment of a transitional 
governing body. 

Assad in a rare speech Sun¬ 
day outlined his own vision 
for ending the country’s 
conflict with a plan that 
would keep him in pow¬ 
er. He also dismissed any 
chance of dialogue with 
the armed opposition and 
called on Syrians to fight 
what he called “murderous 
criminals.” 

U.N. spokesman Martin 
Nesirky said Monday the 
secretary-general is dis¬ 
appointed that Assad’s 
speech “does not contrib¬ 
ute to a solution that could 
end the terrible suffering of 
the Syrian people.” 

Nesirky said Ban and U.N.- 
Arab League envoy Lakh- 
dar Brahimi will continue 
to work for a political tran¬ 


sition that leads to U.N.-or¬ 
ganized elections. 

The West, including the U.S. 
and Britain, denounced 
Assad’s speech, which 


came amid stepped-up 
international efforts for a 
peaceful settlement to the 
Syrian conflict. 


On Monday, Turkish Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan also criticized the 
Syrian leader’s initiative. He 
accused Assad of “state 


terrorism” and called on 
him to relinquish power. 
“There is one way out for 
Bashar and that is to re¬ 


spect the will of the people 
and do whatever is nec¬ 
essary," Erdogan said at a 
media conference while 
visiting Gabon. His remarks 


were broadcast by Turkish 
state TV Monday. 

The violence on the ground, 
meanwhile, continued un¬ 


abated. 

Syria’s state media said 
Monday that government 
troops repulsed a rebel at¬ 
tack on a police school in 
the northern city of Aleppo. 
The official SANA news 
agency said regime forces 
killed and wounded mem¬ 
bers of a “terrorist group” 
in the fighting late Sunday, 
but did not provide a num¬ 
ber. 

The government and the 
pro-regime media refer to 
the rebels seeking to top¬ 
ple Assad as terrorists. 
Aleppo, Syria’s largest city 
and former commercial 
hub, has been a major 
front in the civil war since 
July, with battles often rag¬ 
ing for control of military 
and security facilities such 
as the police school. Rebels 
have recently made gains 
around Aleppo, as well as 
in the east and in the capi¬ 
tal Damascus, bringing the 
civil war closer to the seat 
of Assad’s power. 

The Britain-based Syr¬ 
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights said rebels clashed 
with troops in the suburbs of 
Damascus, including in Da- 
raya south of the capital.Q 



Syrian men leave the old city of Aleppo, Syria. The revolution against Syrian President Bashar 
Assad that began in March 2011, started with peaceful protests but morphed into a civil war that 
has killed more than 60,000 people. 

(AP Photo/Andoni Lubaki) 


A gift for Clinton as she returns to work 


ASHLEY SOUTHALL 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
got some padded protection 
to go along with her Secret 
Service entourage when she 
returned to work Monday. 
Clinton returned to her Wash¬ 
ington office for the first time 
since she was treated for a 
blood clot in her brain that fol¬ 
lowed a head injury she sus¬ 
tained in a fall last month. 

At a meeting with top officials 
Monday, Thomas Nides, the 
deputy secretary for manage¬ 
ment and resources, handed 
Clinton a boxed gift. 

“As you know, Washington is 
a contact sport, sometimes 
even in your own home,” Ni¬ 
des said. 

The box contained a white 
football helmet emblazoned 
with the State Department 
seal and a jersey with Clinton’s 
surname and the number 112 
printed on the back, for the 
number of countries she has 
visited, said Victoria Nuland, 



Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, left, holds a football helmet presented to her as 
she returned to work at the State Department in Washington, Jan. 7, 2013. Clinton returned 
to work on Monday after suffering from a concussion and a blood clot. 

(State Department via The New York Times) 


a spokeswoman for the State 
Department. She recounted 
the episode in a briefing Mon¬ 
day. 

Clinton’s reaction? 

“She loved it," Nuland said. 
“She thought it was cool. But 
then being Hillary Clinton, she 
wanted to get right to busi¬ 
ness." 

Clinton, 65, suffered a concus¬ 
sion in December after she 
fainted and hit her head. She 
had been dehydrated be¬ 
cause of a stomach virus she 
contracted during a trip to 
Europe, her aides and doctors 
said. 

The fall forced her to cancel 
a trip to the Middle East and 
postpone appearances on 
Capitol Hill to discuss the at¬ 
tack on the U.S. mission in 
Benghazi, Libya. 

Clinton, a former senator from 
New York, is expected to step 
down this month and take 
some time off to ponder her 
next career move, including 
a possible run for the White 
House in 20160 
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Families of Colorado theater victims bear testimony 



This courtroom sketch shows James Holmes being escorted by 
a deputy as he arrives at preliminary hearing in district court in 
Centennial, Colo., on Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Bill Robles, Pool) 


Continued from front 

The first extensive details 
were emerging about the 
young man suspected 
of killing 12 people and 
wounding at least 58 in 
one of the worst mass 
shootings in the U.S. last 
year. The hearing will de¬ 
termine whether the case 
will go to trial. The massa¬ 
cre thrust the problems of 
gun violence and mental 
illness into the forefront 
before they receded in 
the ensuing months. Now, 
just weeks after a shoot¬ 
ing spree at a Newtown, 
Connecticut, elementa¬ 
ry school left 20 children 
and six adults dead, pros¬ 
ecutors are laying out their 
case with the nation em¬ 
broiled in a debate over 
gun violence and mental 
illness. Any new details to 
emerge this week — in¬ 
cluding Holmes’ mental 
state — will come amid the 
discussion over an array of 
proposals, including tough¬ 


er gun laws, better psychi¬ 
atric care and the arming 
of teachers. 

Holmes is charged with 
more than 160 counts, in¬ 
cluding murder and at¬ 
tempted murder. Investi¬ 
gators say he was wearing 
a gas mask, in addition to 
the body armor, when he 
tossed two gas canisters 
and opened fire in the the¬ 
ater on July 20. 

When officers arrived, they 
saw people running out of 
the theater and trying to 
drive away. Others walked. 
Some of the wounded tried 
to crawl out. 

Officers found Holmes 
standing next to his car. At 
first. Officer Jason Oviatt 
said, he thought Holmes 
was a policeman because 
of how he was dressed but 
then realized he was just 
standing there and not 
rushing toward the theater. 
Oviatt pointed his gun at 
him, handcuffed him and 
searched him. He said he 
found two knives and a 


semi-automatic handgun 
on top of Holmes' car. An 
ammunition clip fell out 
of his pocket and Ovi¬ 
att found another on the 
ground. He said Holmes 
was dripping in sweat and 


his pupils were wide open. 
Prosecutors did not indi¬ 
cate why Holmes’ pupils 
were dilated. 

Oviatt said Holmes seemed 
“very, very relaxed” and 
didn’t seem to have “nor¬ 


mal emotional reactions" 
to things. “He seemed very 
detached,” he said. 
Holmes volunteered that 
his apartment had been 
booby trapped, the of¬ 
ficers said. At one point, 
Grizzle asked Holmes if 
anyone had been helping 
him or working with him. 
“He just looked at me and 
smiled ... like a smirk," Griz¬ 
zle recalled. 

Officer Aaron Blue said Hol¬ 
mes was fidgeting around 
after he and Oviatt put him 
in a patrol car, prompting 
them to stop and search 
Holmes again. They were 
worried they might have 
missed something because 
of Holmes’ bulky outfit. 

Until now, many details of 
the case have been kept 
quiet. Three days after the 
shooting. District Judge 
William Sylvester forbade 
attorneys and investigators 
from discussing the case 
publicly, and many court 
documents have been 
filed under seal. □ 
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Obama gears up for war on Hagel, Brennan picks 


Continued from front 



Demonstrators from the groups CodePink and Witness Against Torture protest President Barack 
Obama’s choice of current Deputy National Security Adviser for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism John Brennan to head the CIA, Monday, Jan. 7, 2013, in front of the White House 
in Washington. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


Perhaps even more con¬ 
cerning for Hagel’s pros¬ 
pects has been the tepid 
response from some Dem¬ 
ocrats. Sen. Chuck Schum- 
er said Hagel had earned 
the right to a full and fair 
confirmation hearing, but 
he reserved judgment on 
whether he would back 
him. And Democratic Sen. 
Ben Cardin said he and 
other lawmakers “have 
questions that have to be 
answered” specifically on 
Hagel’s views on Iran and 
Israel.Obama called Hagel 
“the leader our troops de¬ 
serve” and someone who 
could make “tough fiscal 
choices” in a time of in¬ 
creasing austerity. The Pen¬ 
tagon is facing the poten¬ 
tial of deep budget cuts in 
the coming months. 

The 66-year-old former 
senator has defended his 
record on Israel and Iran. 
In an interview Monday 
with the Lincoln (Nebraska) 
Journal Star newspaper, 
Hagel accused his op¬ 
ponents of having “com¬ 
pletely distorted” his views. 


Hagel has criticized dis¬ 
cussion of a military strike 
by either the U.S. or Israel 
against Iran. During his ten¬ 
ure in the Senate, he voted 
against unilateral econom¬ 
ic sanctions on Tehran, 
though he supports the 
joint international penalties 
Obama also prefers. Hagel 
also irritated some Israel 
backers with his reference 


to the “Jewish lobby" in the 
United States. 

The White House focused 
instead Monday on the 
military record of Hagel, 
who was awarded two 
Purple Hearts. 

“Chuck knows that war 
is not an abstraction,” 
Obama said. “He under¬ 
stands that sending young 
Americans to fight and 


bleed in the dirt and mud, 
that's something we only 
do when it's absolutely 
necessary.” 

The president, who pre¬ 
fers to keep a tight inner 
circle, has close ties to 
both Hagel and Brennan. 
Obama and Hagel served 
together in the Senate and 
made several trips over¬ 
seas. Brennan has become 


one of the president's most 
trusted advisers, working 
with him during the plan¬ 
ning of the raid that led 
to the death of Sept. 11 
mastermind Osama bin 
Laden and holding broad 
authority over the admin¬ 
istration’s counterterrorism 
operations. If confirmed, 
Hagel and Brennan will join 
Secretary of State nominee 
John Kerry as Obama’s key 
national security advisers 
in his second term. Kerry, 
a longtime Democratic 
senator, is expected to 
be easily confirmed by his 
Capitol colleagues. At the 
top of Obama’s national 
security agenda will be 
winding down the U.S.-led 
war in Afghanistan by the 
end of 2014. Key decisions 
on troop withdrawals are 
looming, and Hagel is ex¬ 
pected to favor a more 
rapid drawdown than 
some generals have sug¬ 
gested. Brennan, having 
served as Obama's top 
counterterrorism aide for 
the past four years, would 
bring to the CIA a deep 
understanding of al-Qaida 
in the region.Q 


Police: 

4 women shot dead at Tulsa apartment 


J. JUOZAPAVICUS 
Associated Press 
TULSA, Okla. (AP) — Four 
young women were found 
shot to death in the same 
apartment in a rugged 
part of south Tulsa on Mon¬ 
day, apparent victims of 
a midday shooting spree 
at a building near a park 
along the Arkansas River. A 
4-year-old boy was found 
unharmed. 

Police wouldn't say wheth¬ 
er the victims — all in their 
late teens or early 20s — 
were related or how they 
would have known each 
other, and wouldn’t say 
whether the boy was re¬ 
lated to any of them. Po¬ 
lice said they did not yet 
know not yet know why 
the women were shot, and 
officers were searching for 
whoever committed the 
crime. 

“Right now, we have no 
clear-cut suspect we're 


looking at at this point," 
said police spokesman Le- 
land Ashley. “I don’t want 
to strike fear in the com¬ 


a jealous lover? We don't 
know that. We can’t say if 
it was random or if some¬ 
one knew (the victims).” 


the Fairmont Terrace 
Apartments is a seedy oa¬ 
sis in the rest of south Tulsa. 
The Southern Hills Country 
Club is a mile east and Oral 
Roberts University is two 
miles southeast. 

At the apartment com¬ 
plex, bed sheets or card¬ 
board hang as improvised 
draperies in many windows 
behind a black wrought- 
iron gate. The guard shack 
is empty and signs read 
“Curfew 10 p.m. for ev¬ 
eryone, everyday” and 
“Photo ID required to be 
on property.” 

The building’s website says 
a courtesy safety patrol is 
available after dark, but 
police believe the killings 
occurred between 11:30 
a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Officer 
Jill Roberson said police 
received a 911 call about 
12:30 p.m., and Ashley said 
someone had spoken to 
someone at the apartment 


less than an hour earlier. 
Frankie Williams, 25, an oil 
field worker, said his girl¬ 
friend lives about 100 feet 
from the apartment where 
the women were found 
dead. 

“She’s going to be moving 
out right quick. This is not 
the place to be raising a 
3-month-old,” he said. “This 
is pretty intense.” 

Sennie Anderson, 20, is 
soon to mark two years at 
the apartment complex. 
“I've been afraid since I 
moved in this place," she 
said, clutching her visibly 
upset 3-year-old daughter, 
Da'Mya. “I think it’s getting 
worse.” 

Ashley said police were 
hopeful someone in the 
community would come 
forward with more informa¬ 
tion about the shootings. 
“We still have a lot of ques¬ 
tions that need to be an¬ 
swered at this point. □ 



Officer Leland Ashley briefs reporters after a quadruple homicide 
at Tulsa's Fairmont Terrace apartment complex on Monday, 
Jan. 7, 2013. Four women were found shot to death inside an 
apartment, where a 4-year-old boy was also found unharmed. 

(AP Photo/Matt Barnard) 


munity tonight, but we do 
have an individual or in¬ 
dividuals who murdered 
four people. Do we know 
if there was a motive, like 


Ashley said detectives and 
officers were “beating the 
bushes” to figure out what 
happened. 

The neighborhood around 
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Deal restores severance 
pay for US military gays 


New York subway terror suspect 
from Britain pleads not guilty 


ALBUQUERQUE, New Mex¬ 
ico (AP) — Dozens of gay 
and lesbian former mili¬ 
tary service members who 
were discharged due to 
their homosexuality will re¬ 
ceive the rest of their sev¬ 
erance pay under a settle¬ 
ment approved Monday 
by a federal court. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union said the $2.4 million 
settlement covers more 
than 180 veterans who re¬ 
ceived only half of their 
separation pay under a 
policy that went into effect 
in 1991, two years before 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” be¬ 
came law. Laura Schauer 
Ives, the managing attor¬ 
ney for ACLU of New Mexi¬ 
co, called the settlement a 
“long-delayed justice." 
“There was absolutely no 
need to subject these ser¬ 


vice members to a double 
dose of discrimination by 
removing them from the 
armed forces in the first 
place, and then denying 
them this small benefit to 
ease the transition to civil¬ 
ian life,” she said. 

The U.S. Department of De¬ 
fense did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment. The case was 
filed in 2010 by the ACLU 
on behalf of former Air 
Force Staff Sgt. Richard 
Collins of Clovis, N.M. He 
was honorably discharged 
in 2006 after two civilians 
who worked with him at 
Cannon Air Force Base re¬ 
ported they saw him kiss his 
boyfriend in a car about 
10 miles from the base. The 
decorated sergeant was 
off-duty and not in uniform 
at the time. □ 


Parents of two killed NY 
kids post feelings online 


VERENA DOBNIK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — The par¬ 
ents of two children who 
police say were stabbed to 
death by a nanny at home 
are sharing their hurt and 
healing with the world on 
Facebook as they make 
plans to carry on with their 
surviving child. 

Kevin and Marina Krim 
spent weeks grieving their 
children’s October slayings 
with relatives in their native 
California and in recent 
days have been postings 
messages online as they 
drive a recreational vehi¬ 
cle back to New York with 
their 4-year-old daughter, 
Nessie. 

“She saves us every day,” 
Kevin Krim, a media ex¬ 
ecutive, wrote on Dec. 
28, Nessie’s birthday. “Ma¬ 
rina and I couldn’t be 


more proud of her — she 
is very smart, beautiful and 
tough.” 

Nessie was at a swim les¬ 
son and her mother had 
gone to pick her up when 
6-year-old Lucia, called 
Lulu, and 2-year-old Leo 
were stabbed in a bath¬ 
room of the family’s apart¬ 
ment a block from Central 
Park. Nanny Yoselyn Orte¬ 
ga lay nearby after slitting 
her own throat and wrists, 
police said. 

Ortega, who's from the 
Dominican Republic, sur¬ 
vived. She pleaded not 
guilty to murder charges 
and is in a prison hospital, 
undergoing psychiatric 
evaluations. Police and 
friends have said she was 
in debt, had lost her apart¬ 
ment and had expressed 
frustration the Krims didn’t 
pay her more.Q 


TOM HAYS 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A man 

who initially beat terror 
charges in the United King¬ 
dom pleaded not guilty on 
Monday in a U.S. case link¬ 
ing him to a failed al-Qai- 
da plot against the city’s 
subway system. 

Abid Naseer was extra¬ 
dited from Britain late last 
week. He entered the plea 
in federal court in Brooklyn 
through his attorney, Ste¬ 
ven Brounstein. The law¬ 
yer declined to comment 
outside court. The judge 


to life in prison. 

Naseer was one of 12 
people arrested in a coun¬ 
terterrorism operation in 
Britain in April 2009, but 
all were subsequently re¬ 
leased without charges. 
They were ordered to 
leave the country, but 
Naseer avoided being de¬ 
ported to Pakistan after a 
judge ruled it was likely he 
would be mistreated if he 
were sent home. 
Authorities rearrested Nas¬ 
eer in July 2010 at the re¬ 
quest of prosecutors in 
Brooklyn, where a federal 


the American government 
would have fewer inhibi¬ 
tions about returning him 
to Pakistan. But in January 
2011, a British judge ap¬ 
proved the request, saying 
he believed the U.S. justice 
system would take into ac¬ 
count the “very real risk” 
Naseer could be tortured 
by Pakistani authorities if 
deported. U.S. authorities 
allege Medunjanin and 
two friends from Flushing 
High School in Queens — 
Najibullah Zazi and Zarein 
Ahmedzay — traveled to 
Pakistan in 2008 to seek ter¬ 



Abid Naseer, second from left, is arraigned in Brooklyn Federal Court where he pleaded not guilty 
through his attorney Steven Brounstein, center, to terrorism charges in an alleged al-Qaida plot 
against the New York City subways, Monday, Jan. 7,2013, in New York. Naseer was extradited last 
week from Britain. Second from right is Assistant U.S. Attorney Zainab Ahmad. 

(AP Photo/Elizabeth Williams) 


ordered Naseer held with¬ 
out bail until his next court 
date, on March 7. 
Prosecutors aim to prove 
that Naseer collected 
bomb ingredients, con¬ 
ducted reconnaissance 
and was in frequent con¬ 
tact with other al-Qaida 
operatives. If convicted, 
Naseer, 26, could face up 


indictment named him as 
a co-defendant with Adis 
Medunjanin, a U.S. citizen 
from Bosnia. The prosecu¬ 
tors also alleged he was 
part of a broader terror 
campaign that would 
have targeted Britain and 
Norway. 

Lawyers for Nasser fought 
his extradition, arguing that 


ror training from al-Qaida. 
Zazi, an airport van driver 
from Colorado, admitted 
in a guilty plea that once 
back from Pakistan he test¬ 
ed peroxide-based explo¬ 
sive materials in a make¬ 
shift lab in Denver in the fall 
of 2009 before traveling by 
car to New York to carry 
out the scheme. □ 
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Candidates to replace Jackson courting local clergy 


STEVEN YACCINO 
© 2013 New York Times 
CHICAGO - Facing a pri¬ 
mary election last year. 
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. was 
taking no chances. He 
gathered dozens of local 
pastors for a news confer¬ 
ence, where they prayed 
against “political demonic 
forces” and fiercely en¬ 
dorsed the 17-year con¬ 
gressman for another term. 
“They’ve known my high¬ 
est moments, and they’ve 
known my lowest mo¬ 
ments,” Jackson said of the 
mostly African-American 
ministers who surrounded 
him. “And on some Satur¬ 
days and on every Sunday 
each one of these pastors 
prays for somebody just like 
me." 

It is not surprising that a 
crowded field of candi¬ 
dates is courting the same 
kind of clergy support in 
a Feb. 26 special primary 
election to replace Jack- 
son, who resigned his 2nd 
Congressional District seat 
15 days after winning re- 
election in November. 
Now facing a short cam¬ 
paign sprint, those candi¬ 
dates say the backing of 
ministers and invitations to 
stump at multiple church 
services each weekend 
remain the sacraments of 
any good election ground 
game in the district, which 
includes parts of Chicago’s 


South Side and southern 
suburbs. 

Like in many districts across 
the country where African- 
Americans are the ma¬ 
jority, the 2nd District has 
counted black ministers 
among the most influential 
voices for decades. Their 
endorsements, trusted by 
many churchgoers, are 
traditionally seen as an 
indication of how those 
congregants may vote on 
Election Day. 

Some political analysts say 
pastors’ sway on election 
turnout has been over¬ 
stated, that it has waned in 
recent years. But with new 
district boundaries and no 
candidate anointed by 
Democratic Party lead¬ 
ers to fill the congressional 
seat vacated by Jackson, 
others believe churches 
will be a crucial campaign 
battleground for winning 
black votes in a district that 
could elect a white can¬ 
didate for the first time in 
three decades. 

“You can go to a church 
and talk to a few thousand 
people," said Anthony A. 
Beale, a Chicago aider- 
man running for the con¬ 
gressional seat. 

“That's a huge audience 
to capture at one par¬ 
ticular time. You can walk 
blocks and knock on doors 
and not reach a thousand 
people.” 


Because the district leans 
Democratic, the winner 
of the party’s nomination 
next month will be seen as 
the heavy favorite in the 
April 9 general election. As 
of the weekend, nine can¬ 
didates had submitted the 
required signatures to get 
their names on the ballot, 
though more were expect¬ 
ed to file before fhe dead¬ 
line on Monday evening. 
The betfer-known can¬ 


didates included Beale; 
state Sen. Toi W. Hutchin¬ 
son; Robin Kelly, a for¬ 
mer sfate represenfative; 
Napoleon Harris, a state 
senator-elect and former 
National Football League 
player; and Mel Reynolds, 
who preceded Jackson as 
the congressman for the 
district but resigned in 1995 


after he was convicted of 
having sex with a 16-year- 
old campaign volunteer. 
Debbie Halvorson, a for¬ 
mer state senator and 
one-term congresswoman 
who ran against Jackson in 
the Democratic primary in 
March, is expected to file 
ballot signatures on Mon¬ 
day. 

No one was shocked by 
the number of contenders 
for Jackson's spot. The last 


time the city held a spe¬ 
cial election to fill an open 
congressional seat - va¬ 
cated by Rahm Emanuel 
in 2009 when he became 
President Barack Obama’s 
chief of staff - there were 
24 candidates, allowing 
the victor, Mike Quigley, to 
win with just 20 percent of 
the vote. 


In the race against Jack- 
son last year, Halvorson 
said she made campaign 
stops at 97 church ser¬ 
vices, scooping up about 
29 percent of the votes in 
the primary to Jackson’s 71 
percent. 

A similar showing in the 
special primary next month 
could give Halvorson, who 
is white, enough for a vic¬ 
tory - especially after Dem¬ 
ocratic Party officials failed 
in December to agree on 
a preferred candidate, ex¬ 
perts said. 

“Other than the Demo¬ 
cratic Party, the only easy 
way to reach a large num¬ 
ber of voters at one time 
is through the churches,” 
said Dick Simpson, a politi¬ 
cal scientist at the Universi¬ 
ty of Illinois at Chicago and 
a former city alderman. 
Noting that fractured cler¬ 
gy support could divide 
the electorate even more, 
he asked: “Will they deter¬ 
mine the election? No. But 
they might make the mar¬ 
gin of difference.” 

Add the changing racial 
makeup of fhe district, 
which shifted from being 
about 68 percent African- 
American to 54 percent 
after a 2011 remapping, 
and fears about splitting 
the black vote among mul¬ 
tiple strong candidates has 
some pastors working hard 
for their favorites. □ 



Robin Kelly, right, a candidate for the Democratic nomination for 
a Congressional seat, during a service at Full Gospel Christian 
Assemblies International in Hazel Crest, III. 

(Dan Borris/The New York Times) 


Tanker strikes San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

tanker ship struck the San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge on Monday, but 
there were no immediate 
reports of leaking oil and 
the bridge was open to 
traffic, officials said. 

The tanker “Overseas Ray- 
mar” struck the bridge 
about 11:20 a.m. while 
headed out to sea, the 
Coast Guard said. 


Coast Guard investiga¬ 
tors were headed to the 
scene, spokeswoman Lt. 
Heather Lampert said. 

She said the ship was from 
the Marshall Islands, but 
she did not immediately 
have additional details. 
California Department of 
Transportation spokesman 
Bart Ney said a tower of 
the west span of the bridge 
was struck, and the ship ap¬ 


pears to have moved on. 
Maintenance crews were 
heading out to inspect the 
structure, he said, although 
the tower appeared fine 
from a distance. 

Ney said there is a fender 
system that has been built 
onto the west span that 
normally can absorb such 
strikes. 

The strike came more than 
five years after the con¬ 


tainer ship Cosco Busan 
slammed into the bridge 
on a foggy morning and 
dumped 53,000 gallons 
(200,600 liters) of oil onto 
the water. 

No one was injured but the 
spill contaminated 26 miles 
(41 kilometers) 
of shoreline. It also killed 
more than 2,500 birds of 
about 50 species and de¬ 
layed the start of the crab¬ 


fishing season. 

The cleanup cost exceed¬ 
ed $70 million. 

The ship's pilot, Capt. John 
Cota, served a 10-month 
prison sentence after 
pleading guilty to two mis¬ 
demeanor charges. 

The companies responsible 
for the Cosco Busan paid 
close to $60 million for the 
cleanup and in criminal 
fines. □ 
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With limitations exposed: 

Abbas embraces “State of Palestine” 


KARIN LAUB 
M. DARAGHMEH 
Associated Press 
RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) 

— With U.N. recognition of 
a Palestinian state in his 
pocket. President Mah¬ 
moud Abbas wants official 
documents to carry a new 
emblem: “State of Pales¬ 
tine.” But scrapping the 
old “Palestinian Authority” 
logo is as far as Abbas is 
willing to go in provoking 
Israel. He is not rushing to 


thority won’t cause trouble 
for its people,” Nour Odeh, 
a spokeswoman for Abbas’ 
self-rule government, said 
of the need for caution. 
Abbas won overwhelm¬ 
ing U.N. General Assembly 
recognition for a state of 
Palestine in the West Bank, 
Gaza and east Jerusalem 
in late November, a rare 
diplomatic victory over a 
sidelined Israel. The U.N. 
nod was important to the 
Palestinians because it af- 


half of the Palestinian Au¬ 
thority, further deepening 
the Abbas government’s 
financial crisis. Since the 
U.N. recognition, Abbas 
has maneuvered between 
avoiding confrontation 
with Israel and finding small 
ways to change the situa¬ 
tion on the ground. 

Last week, his government 
press office urged journal¬ 
ists to refer to a state of 
Palestine, instead of the 
Palestinian Authority, the 



Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas waves to the crowd during celebrations for their successful 
bid to win U.N. statehood recognition. Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas decreed that in 
official documents “State of Palestine” must replace “Palestinian Authority,” the name of his self- 
rule government. (AP Photo/Nasser Shiyoukhi) 


change passports and ID 
cards Palestinians need to 
pass through Israeli cross¬ 
ings. 

The very modesty of Ab¬ 
bas' move to change offi¬ 
cial stationery underscores 
his limited options so long 
as Israel remains in charge 
of territories the world says 
should one day make up 
that state. “At the end of 
the day, the Palestinian Au- 


firmed the borders of their 
future state in lands Israel 
captured in 1967. 
Recognition, however, has 
not transformed the day- 
to-day lives of Palestinians, 
and some argue that it 
made things worse. In ap¬ 
parent retaliation for the 
U.N. bid, Israel in Decem¬ 
ber withheld its monthly 
$100 million transfer of tax 
rebates it collects on be- 


autonomy government set 
up two decades ago as 
part of interim peace deals 
with Israel. Palestinian dip¬ 
lomatic missions around 
the world have been told 
to use the new names, in¬ 
cluding those in countries 
that did not vote “yes” 
at the General Assembly, 
said Omar Awadallah, a 
Palestinian Foreign Ministry 
official.Q 



Berlin Mayor Klaus Wowereit, center, speaks to media in Berlin, 
Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. Berlin has postponed the opening of its 
new airport for the fourth time Monday, the latest delay in a 
project that has descended into something of a national joke. 

(AP Photo/Markus Schreiber) 

Berlin airport delayed again, 
sparks more embarrassment 


JUERGEN BAETZ 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — For a coun¬ 
try that prides itself on ef¬ 
ficiency and punctuality, 
the saga of Berlin’s new air¬ 
port, whose opening was 
delayed for a fourth time 
on Monday, has become 
something of a national 
joke and source of embar¬ 
rassment for Germany. 

The mayor of the capital 
city, Klaus Wowereit, said 
managers for the new Willy 
Brandt airport have deter¬ 
mined that it's no longer 
possible to open on Oct. 
27. 

He insisted it wasn't yet 
possible to give a new 
date, but the delay means 
the capital's airport won't 
be opened until 2014 at 
the earliest — about three 
years later than originally 
planned. 

The state and national 
governments that hold 
stakes in the airport were 
informed last week of “ma¬ 
jor problems" with the proj¬ 
ect's fire safety system and 
other technical features. 
Transport Ministry spokes¬ 


man Sebastian Rudolph 
said. 

The airport, one of the 
country’s biggest infra¬ 
structure projects, is sup¬ 
posed to replace the city’s 
two aging and increasingly 
cramped airports, Tegel 
and Schoenefeld, which 
served West and East Ber¬ 
lin respectively during Ger¬ 
many’s Cold War division. 

It was first scheduled to 
open in late 2011, then de¬ 
layed to June 2012. That 
date was abandoned only 
a few weeks before the air¬ 
port was due to open; the 
inauguration was put back 
to March 2013, and then 
postponed again to Octo¬ 
ber. 

Costs have already more 
than doubled to €4.4 bil¬ 
lion ($5.8 billion). Postpon¬ 
ing the opening again will 
lead to additional costs, 
the Transport Ministry’s Ru¬ 
dolph acknowledged. 

The project has embar¬ 
rassed local politicians in 
Berlin and Brandenburg, 
the state that surrounds 
the capital and is the site 
for the new airport. □ 
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Egypt priming IMF for crucial $4.8 billion loan 


AYA BATRAWY 
SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Doubts are 
emerging about the Egyp¬ 
tian government's ability 
to implement painful aus¬ 
terity measures linked to 
the International Monetary 
Fund’s critical $4.8 billion 
loan that could stop an 
economic collapse. 

A top IMF official began 
talks in Cairo Monday, the 
latest in the drawn-out ne¬ 
gotiations for the loan. The 
government is confident 
that the loan would not 
only cover part of its huge 
deficit, but also, it would 
signal to investors that 
Egypt is again a safe bet 
after two years of furmoil 
that started with the 2011 
uprising that unseated 
longtime President Hosni 
Mubarak. But the Islamist 
government that replaced 
Mubarak has already had 
to postpone final talks on 
the loan because it was 
unable to carry out the 


first steps required by the 
IMF. President Moham¬ 
med Morsi of fhe Muslim 
Brotherhood announced 
some of the measures, in¬ 
cluding tax increases, but 


elections upcoming, crit¬ 
ics doubt Morsi will want to 
— or be able to — imple¬ 
ment measures that could 
stoke new public anger, 
like cuts in subsidies for fuel 


years in office, poverty 
deepened. About 40 per¬ 
cent of Egypt’s people live 
near or under the interna¬ 
tional poverty line of $2 a 
day. The head of fhe IMF’s 



President Mohammed Morsi, center, meets with his cabinet including 10 new ministers after their 
swearing in at the presidential palace in Cairo, Egypt. As Egypt begins the latest round of talks 
with the IMF for a $4.8 billion loan, the government says it will boost international confidence in its 


economy. 

quickly rescinded them 
over unrest surrounding 
his proposed constitution, 
perceived as pro-Islamist. 
Now, with parliamentary 


(AP Photo/Egyptian Presidency) 


Middle East and Central 
Asia Department, Masood 
Ahmed, met Monday with 
Morsi and his prime minis¬ 
ter ahead of the technical 
talks due to start soon. 
Masood's visit comes a 
day after Prime Minister 
Hesham Kandil named a 
new finance minister, aim¬ 
ing to tackle Egypt's dete¬ 
riorating economy. 

The numbers are daunting. 
The budget deficit from 
July to November last year 
reached about $13 billion, 
compared to $9.5 billion in 
the same period last year. 
The government admitted 
that its foreign currency re¬ 
serves are af a critical level 
— enough for only fhree 
months of vifal imports. Re¬ 
serves have plummeted 
over the past two years, 
as foreign investment and 
tourism have dried upO 


and food fhaf allow mil¬ 
lions of Egyptians to survive 
despite their meager in¬ 
comes. Despite economic 
growth in Mubarak’s last 



Berlusconi teams with Northern League 



COLLEEN BARRY 
Associated Press 
MILAN (AP) — Former Pre¬ 
mier Silvio Berlusconi an¬ 
nounced a deal Monday 
with the Northern League 
— his fractious coalition 
partner in three govern¬ 
ments — to jointly run in Ita¬ 
ly’s election next month, a 
move that could give fresh 
impetus to the center-right 
and extend the Berlusconi 
era. While leaving open 
the question of whether he 
will run himself, Berlusconi 
underlined his ambitions 
for the deal reached over¬ 
night at his villa near Milan 
by saying: “Habemus Pap- 
um,” — the Latin phrase for 
“We have a pope.” 

A return to power for the 
76-year-old Berlusconi, a 
man convicted just months 
ago of fax fraud and likely 


facing two criminal ver¬ 
dicts in the coming weeks, 
may seem incredible to 
observers abroad. Opinion 
polls at home, however, 
have seen Berlusconi's 
conservative party gaining 
since he pulled its support 
for Premier Mario Monfi's 
technical government last 
month. The Feb. 24-25 na¬ 
tional election is shaping 
up into a race with Monti 
in the center, Berlusconi to 
the right and Democratic 
Party leader Pier Luigi Ber- 
sani on the left, along with 
a movement founded 
by comic-cum-polifical 
agitator Beppe Grillo. The 
conservative coalition has 
been polling second to 
Bersani’s center-left forces. 
“If Berlusconi were to win, 
then he would try to grab 
the premiership,” said 


James Walston, a politi¬ 
cal science professor at 
the American University in 
Rome. “I think it is very, very 
unlikely he is going to win. 
He is not trying to win, he is 
trying to spoil.” 

While the Northern League 
has ruled in coalition with 
Berlusconi three times, the 
relationship has been rocky 
at best — with the League 
being behind the downfall 
of previous Berlusconi gov¬ 
ernments. Berlusconi’s last 
government ended in No¬ 
vember 2011 under pres¬ 
sure from financial markets, 
which expressed a lack of 
confidence in his ability to 
reform Italy’s economy. 
Italy’s extraordinary high 
public debt is the second 
highest debt-to-GDP ratio 
in the 17-nation eurozone 
after Greece. □ 
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Media censorship dispute sparks protests in China 


GILLIAN WONG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — A dispute 
over censorship at a Chi¬ 
nese newspaper known 
for edgy reporting evolved 
Monday into a political 
challenge for China's new 
leadership as prominent 
scholars demanded a 
censor’s dismissal and hun¬ 
dreds of protesters called 
for democratic reforms. 

The scholars and protest¬ 
ers were acting in support 
of the Southern Weekly in 
its confrontation with a top 
censor after the publica¬ 
tion was forced to change 
a New Year's editorial call¬ 
ing for political reform into 
a tribute praising the ruling 
Communist Party. Rumors 
circulated that at least one 
of the newspaper’s news 
departments was going on 
strike, but they could not 
be immediately confirmed. 
Protesters, including mid¬ 


dle school students and 
white-collar workers, gath¬ 
ered outside the offices 
of the newspaper in the 
southern city of Guang- 


7, 2013. 

and democracy. 

“I feel that the ordinary 
people must awaken,” 


zhou to lay flowers at the 
gate, hold signs and shout 
slogans calling for freedom 
of speech, political reform, 
constitutional governance 


said one of the protest¬ 
ers, Yuan Fengchu, who 
was reached by phone. 


“The people are starting 
to realize that their rights 
have been taken away by 
the Communist Party and 
they are feeling that they 
are being constantly op¬ 
pressed.” 

Political expression in the 
public sphere is often 
viewed as risky in China, 
where the authoritarian 
government frequently ha¬ 
rasses and even jails dissi¬ 
dents for pro-democracy 
calls. Another protester, 
Guangzhou writer and ac¬ 
tivist Wu Wei, who goes by 
the pen name Ye Du, said 
the protest marked a rare 
instance in which people 
were making overt calls 
for political freedom since 
large-scale pro-democra¬ 
cy demonstrations were 
crushed in a military crack¬ 
down in Beijing’s Tianan¬ 
men Square in 1989. 

“In other cities, we’ve seen 
people march, but most of 
the time they are protest¬ 
ing environmental pollu¬ 
tion or people's livelihood 
issues,” Wu said. “Here 
they are asking for politi¬ 
cal rights, the right to pro¬ 
test. The Southern Weekly 
incident has provided an 
opportunity for citizens to 
voice their desires.” 

The protest came as 18 
Chinese academics signed 
an open letter calling for 


the dismissal of Tuo Zhen, 
a provincial propaganda 
minister blamed for the 
censorship. The scholars in¬ 
cluded legal professors, lib¬ 
eral economists, historians 
and writers. 

Peking University law pro¬ 
fessor He Weifang, who 
was among the signers, 
said the newspaper's 
good work needed to be 
defended from censorship. 
“Southern Weekly is known 
as a newspaper that ex¬ 
poses the truth, but after 
Tuo Zhen arrived in Guang¬ 
dong, he constantly pres¬ 
sured the paper. We need 
to let him know that he 
can’t do this,” He said. 
“This incident is a test to 
see if the new leadership is 
determined to push politi¬ 
cal reform.” 

Six weeks ago, China in¬ 
stalled a new generation 
of Communist Party lead¬ 
ers for the next five years, 
with current Vice President 
Xi Jinping at the helm. 
Some of Xi’s announce¬ 
ments for a trimmed-down 
style of leadership, with re¬ 
duced waste and fewer 
unnecessary meetings, 
have raised hopes in some 
quarters that he might fa¬ 
vor deeper reforms in the 
political system to mollify 
a public long frustrated by 
local corruption.^ 
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A man wearing a mask with words “Silent” holds a banner 
reading: “Let’s chase our dreams together, go Southern Weekly 
newspaper” during a protest outside the headquarters of the 
newspaper in Guangzhou, Guangdong province Monday, Jan. 

(AP Photo/Wu Wei) 
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Church leaders: Venezuela's stability at risk 


Belarus diplomat drowns on Rio beach 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Belarus’ consul in Rio de Janeiro 
has drowned while swimming at a beach in the Brazilian 
city. An official with Rio's health secretariat said Monday 
that Serguei Gurevsky died after taking a swim in the wa¬ 
ters off of Barra de Tijuca beach a day earlier. Lifeguards 
pulled Gurevsky from fhe wafer alive offer noticing he was 
struggling amid heavy waves and strong currents, but he 
died before reaching a nearby hospifal, said the official. 
He declined to give his name in accordance with policy 
at the secretariat. The coroner’s office has released his 
body to consular officials. It is expected to be sent to Be¬ 
larus for burial. □ 

Cuba to free doctors from travel rules 

HAVANA (AP) — Cuba is eliminating longstanding re¬ 
strictions on health care professionals’ overseas travel as 
part of a broader migration reform that takes effect next 
week, an island doctor told The AP on Monday. Hospital 
directors learned of fhe new policy, which takes effect 
Jan. 14, in a Saturday meeting with Health Minister Ro¬ 
berto Morales and word of the change was relayed in 
hospital staff meetings. The minister's directive: “A doctor 
will be treated like any other citizen starting now and can 
exit freely, as long as the destination country allows it” by 
issuing an entry visa, said the physician, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. Q 

Honduras not helping in hooker probe 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Colombian police say a lack 
of cooperation from embassy personnel is frustrating the 
search for two suspected prostitutes who allegedly stole 
computers from the Honduran embassy during a Christ¬ 
mas party. Bogota police Col. Jose Elias Baquero tells 
The AP that the assistant to the Honduran ambassador 
who allegedly granted the women entry has refused to 
cooperate. Baquero says the man, Jorge Mendoza, also 
told police the embassy has no intention of filing a police 
report on the theft of the two computers. Ambassador 
Carlos Rodriguez was fired after it was exposed Jan. 4 by 
the newspaper El Heraldo. Q 

Family builds orphanage for daughter 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — An American family who 
lost their daughter in an earthquake in Haiti three years 
ago has finished building an orphanage in her memory. 
The parents of Britney Gengel, Leonard and Cherylann, 
led about 150 family and friends, including U.S. Rep. 
James P. McGovern, D-Worcester, in a ceremony this 
weekend at the Be Like Brit orphanage in the town of 
Grand Goave. “It was a beautiful ceremony and had a 
great dedication,” said Leonard Gengel, 52, of Massa¬ 
chusetts. The homage cost about $1.8 million to build, all 
raised through donations. The orphanage will house 33 
boys and 33 girls. □ 

Seven people hurt in shooting in Chile 

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — A teenager shot at a crowd 
with a pellet gun on Monday in the Chilean port city of 
Valparaiso and injured six people, state television said. 
State TV says the unidentified 15-year-old gunman fired 
in downtown Valparaiso several times before he was 
brought down by passersby. TV originally reported seven 
injured but downgraded the number of victims following 
a hospifal report. Valparaiso Mayor Jorge Castro said a 
fight broke out earlier in the area and the shooting could 
be related. “It's presumed that this is the result of a fight 
between two groups who have already been at odds,” 
Castro said. □ 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Leaders of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Ven¬ 
ezuela are warning that 
the country’s stability is at 
risk due to growing ten¬ 
sions surrounding President 
Hugo Chavez’s long ab¬ 
sence after cancer surgery 
in Cuba. 

Catholic leaders in the 
Venezuelan Bishops Con¬ 
ference said on Monday 
that conflicting stances by 
the government and op- 


details about Chavez’s 
condition nearly a month 
after his operation. “The 
government hasn’t told 
the nation all of the truth,” 
Padron said. 

Government officials have 
called Chavez's condition 
delicate and say he's been 
fighting a severe respirato¬ 
ry infection. Chavez hasn’t 
spoken publicly since be¬ 
fore fhe Dec. 11 surgery. 
Since then, government of¬ 
ficials have provided regu¬ 
lar updates but no details 
of his complications. 


also take the oath before 
the Supreme Court if he’s 
unable to be sworn in be¬ 
fore the assembly. 

Some opposition lead¬ 
ers have argued that 
Chavez's allies would vio¬ 
late the constitution if they 
try to put off the inaugura¬ 
tion. 

Vice President Nicolas 
Maduro has called the 
swearing-in a “formality” 
and said the opposition 
is erroneously interpreting 
the constitution. 

Catholic leaders agreed 



A poster of Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez that reads “Move forward commander, we will 
live and overcome” hangs as Venezuela's ambassador to Cuba Edgardo Antonio Ramirez stands 
by after a press conference by Cuban artists and intellectuals to show support for Chavez in 
Havana, Cuba, Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 


position ahead of Chavez's 
scheduled swearing-in for 
a new term on Thursday 
make for a potentially dan¬ 
gerous and violent situa¬ 
tion. “The nation's political 
and social stability is at seri¬ 
ous risk,” said Bishop Diego 
Padron, the conference's 
president, reading a state¬ 
ment from the organiza¬ 
tion. Catholic leaders also 
criticized the government 
for failing to provide more 


Chavez describes him¬ 
self as Christian but has 
clashed repeatedly with 
Catholic leaders, who 
have accused the presi¬ 
dent in recent years of 
becoming increasingly 
authoritarian. The Venezu¬ 
elan Constitution says the 
presidential oath should be 
taken before lawmakers 
in the National Assembly 
on Jan. 10, this Thursday. 
It says the president may 


with the opposition’s ar¬ 
guments on Monday, say¬ 
ing the constitution is clear 
that one presidential term 
ends and another begins 
on Jan. 10. “Altering the 
constitution to achieve a 
political goal is morally un¬ 
acceptable," the Catholic 
leaders said, adding that 
they would oppose any at¬ 
tempts to manipulate the 
constitution to the “detri¬ 
ment of democracy.”□ 


Rescuers continue search for Missoni plane 


IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — Hundreds of rescu¬ 
ers fanned ouf for a fourth 
day in planes, helicopters 
and boats off Venezuela 
on Monday, looking for 
a missing plane carrying 
Italian fashion executive 
Vittorio Missoni and five 
other people. Italian Am¬ 


bassador Paolo Serpi flew 
over the area on one of 
the planes on Monday, In¬ 
terior Ministry press director 
Jorge Galindo said. Galin¬ 
do said on Twitter that Ser¬ 
pi thanked the Venezuelan 
government for its efforts 
and expressed confidence 
in the search operation de¬ 
spite windy weather, which 
made for choppy seas. 


A plane and two helicop¬ 
ters were searching along 
with four civilian planes, the 
Venezuelan government 
said in a statement on 
Sunday. Two Coast Guard 
ships and five pafrol boafs 
were also parficipafing. 
The government said that 
nearly 400 people were 
involved in the search, in¬ 
cluding about 30 divers.Q 
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Starbucks dives into Vietnam’s coffee market 


MIKE IVES 

Associated Press 

HANOI, Vietnam (AP) — 

Nghiem Ngoc Thuy has 
been slinging coffees to 
thirsty Vietnamese for 20 
years in her colonial-style 
villa with peeling shutters, 
and she and her customers 
aren’t too worried that the 
imminent arrival of U.S. gi¬ 
ant Starbucks will alter their 
time-tested coffee tradi¬ 
tions. 

Starbucks announced 
Thursday that it will open its 
first cafe in Vietnam early 
next month in Ho Chi Minh 
City as part of its strategy 
to expand across Asia, and 
plans to add more shops 
throughout the country. 

But compared with other 
Asian markets Starbucks 
has recently entered, the 
Seattle-based company 
faces a unique scenario in 
Vietnam, where French-in- 
spired coffee culture reigns 
supreme, two homegrown 
chains have established 
presences and family-run 
sidewalk cafes are as ubiq¬ 
uitous as noodle shops. 
“Our prices are affordable 
for average Vietnamese,” 
Thuy said, pausing for just 
a moment during an after¬ 
noon rush at her family-run 
cafe in Hanoi, the capital. 
“Expensive coffee is just 
for the children of govern¬ 
ment officials, or people 
who have lots of money." 
Vietnamese coffee, made 
from ballsy robusta beans, 
packs a stronger caffeine 
wallop than European- 
style espresso, which is 
made from effete arabica. 
It has a slightly bitter taste 
that usually is offset by 
sweetened, condensed 
milk known to rattle tourists’ 
eyeballs. 

Dang Le Nguyen Vu, whose 
Trung Nguyen Group owns 
55 cafes in Vietnam, said he 
welcomes Starbucks and 
doesn’t view the American 
newcomer as a threat. “I 
could imagine Starbucks 
opening up to a hundred 
cafes at most in Vietnam in 
the next 10 years," Vu said. 
“But will people in a coun¬ 
try with such a low GDP 
per capita, and a different 
taste in coffee, really ac¬ 
cept Starbucks?” 

Unlike China, where tea 
is the caffeinated drink 
of choice, Vietnam in¬ 


herited a coffee culture 
from French colonizers in 
the 19th century. Vietnam 
also is the world’s second- 
largest exporter of coffee 
behind Brazil. According 
to the government, it pro¬ 
duced 1.73 million tons of 
coffee last year, for an ex¬ 
port value of $3.7 billion. 
Starbucks already op¬ 
erates more than 3,300 
stores across 11 countries 
in the Asia-Pacific region, 
and its entry into Vietnam 
marks the latest salvo in a 
campaign to woo Asia's 
emerging middle classes 
despite a stagnating U.S. 
economy. 

Jinlong Wang, president 


of Starbucks Asia-Pacific, 
said the company plans to 
expand across Vietnam in 
a way that celebrates the 
country’s “coffee culture 
and heritage.” 

“We look forward to grow¬ 
ing with Vietnam’s already 
vibrant coffee industry, 
and making a positive im¬ 
pact in the communities 
where we operate,” he 
said in comments emailed 
to The Associated Press. 
Vietnam's economy has 
slowed recently in part be¬ 
cause of a problematic 
banking sector, but Star- 
bucks’ upmarket brand 
will appeal to the growing 
Vietnamese middle class, 
said Anthony Emms, man¬ 
aging partner at Stanton 
Emms Strategy Consultants 


in Singapore, which advis¬ 
es international food and 
beverage companies on 
Asian markets. 

“I don't believe there is 
a massive barrier to Star- 
bucks in Vietnam,” he said 
by telephone. “Starbucks 
is not really a coffee; it’s a 
food-service concept.” 
More than 60 percent of 
Vietnam’s population was 
born after the Vietnam War 
ended in 1975, and there is 
a strong demand among 
youth in Hanoi and Ho 
Chi Minh City for branded 
clothing and accessories, 
no matter that the labels 
often are fakes, and aver¬ 
age annual income is only 


about $1,500. Other inter¬ 
national food chains have 
opened stores in Vietnam 
in recent years, including 
the Australian coffee chain 
Gloria Jean’s Coffees In¬ 
ternational, the California- 
based Coffee Bean & Tea 
Leaf, and the American 
fast-food chains KFC and 
Burger King. And Nestle in¬ 
stant coffee — engineered 
to suit the Vietnamese pal¬ 
ette — is sold widely in Viet¬ 
namese supermarkets. 

But Starbucks would risk 
alienating some of its po¬ 
tential clients if it didn't 
include Vietnamese drip 
coffee on its menus here, 
Emms said. “Say you get a 
grandfather coming in with 
a younger relative — he 
might not want to drink a 


cafe macchiato or latte,” 
he said. 

Starbucks’ announcement 
that it is moving into Viet¬ 
nam has been received 
without much fanfare in 
local blogs and state-con- 
trolled media, although 
some speculate about how 
the company will compete 
with Trung Nguyen Coffee 
and Highlands Coffee, a 
homegrown brand that 
credits Starbucks as an in¬ 
spiration. 

Nghiem Ngoc Thuy, mean¬ 
while, is still swooping 
across the worn tiled floors 
of her cafe, setting down 
steaming coffees just as 
fresh customers arrive to 


order more. 

The price: 15,000 dong (75 
cents) per cup, she said on 
a recent weekday after¬ 
noon, as cigarette smoke 
curled toward the ceiling. 
1,000 extra for condensed 
milk. Thuy’s family has 
been in business since the 
late 1980s, and watched 
as this leafy neighborhood 
— called “cafe street” by 
some locals — has wel¬ 
comed luxury cars, sushi 
restaurants and upscale 
clothing boutiques. 

A regular customer, elec¬ 
tronics salesman Do Thanh 
Tung, said he is eager to 
see if Starbucks coffee re¬ 
ally is different from the 
Vietnamese blends he has 
been drinking since he was 
10 years old. □ 



Customers drink coffee on Trieu Viet Vuong Street in Hanoi, Vietnam. Starbucks announced last 
week it would enter Vietnam in early February with a cafe in Ho Chi Minh City. 

(AP Photo/Mike Ives) 



Pope worried 
about the gap 
between the 
rich and poor 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
Benedict XVI urged world 
leaders on Monday to try 
to reduce the growing gap 
between the rich and the 
poor in regions such as Eu¬ 
rope as they reform their 
economies. 

The pontiff also used his 
annual New Year’s speech 
at the Vatican to diplo¬ 
mats to press concerns he 
had raised in his Christmas 
Day message: calling for 
an end to Syria's civil war 
and its growing death toll, 
including many innocent 
civilians. 

He said he hopes Jerusa¬ 
lem will one day become 
“a city of peace and not 
of division.” 

Regarding Europe’s eco¬ 
nomic crisis, the pontiff 
urged the EU to make “far- 
sighted" and “difficult" 
policy decisions favoring 
growth of the region as 
a whole. “Alone, certain 
countries may perhaps ad¬ 
vance more quickly, but 
together all will certainly 
go further,” he said. 

In addition to issues such 
as bond market yields and 
interest rates, world lead¬ 
ers should focus on “the 
increasing differences 
between those few who 
grow ever richer and the 
many who grow hopelessly 
poorer, “ Benedict said, 
promoting the Catholic 
church’s social teaching, 
which advocates special 
attention to the needy. 

The financial crisis took root, 
he said, “because profit 
was all too often made ab¬ 
solute, to the detriment of 
labor, and because of un¬ 
restrained ventures in the fi¬ 
nancial areas of the econ¬ 
omy, rather than attending 
to the real economy." 

He urged people to resist 
the temptations for “short¬ 
term interests” at the ex¬ 
pense of the common 
good. 

Benedict also revisited one 
of his most pressing worries 
of late: the use of religion 
as a pretext for violence. 
He said “baneful religious 
fanaticism” has produced 
many victims. □ 





























Beachfront With Benefits 

Blue Residences 




ORANJESTAD - Aruba’s tag¬ 
line is “One Happy Island.” 
Anyone who purchases a 
piece of that island at Blue 
Residences (www.bluea- 
ruba.com), scheduled for 
a winter 2013 opening, will 
certainly have a lot of rea¬ 
sons to feel happy. Beau¬ 
tiful beaches? Check. 
Spectacular views? 

Check. Luxury living? 
Check. Whole ownership 
with access to Preferred 
Residences® benefits? 
Check here, too. 

The project’s encompasses 
124 whole-ownership units 
in three eight-story towers, 
all with a 180 view of the 
Caribbean and just a few 
steps from the beach. On¬ 
site amenities will include 
a clubhouse, pool, snack 
bar, mini market, land¬ 
scaped sun-deck, fitness 
center, and full-service 
spa. 

All purchasers receive a 
complimentary member¬ 
ship in Preferred Residenc¬ 
es and the extensive leisure 
and lifestyle benefits that 


entails. “Potential buyers 
know the Preferred Resi¬ 
dences brand and recog¬ 
nize that standards will be 
kept high," says Alberto 
Perret Gentil, senior vice 
president and chief oper¬ 
ating officer for Grupo Per- 
ing and project manager 
for Blue Residence. 

Going Up 

Now GrupoPering’s sec¬ 
ond resort in Aruba after 
the beautiful Oceania Res¬ 
idences on Eagle Beach, 
is becoming a reality. The 


first phase of construction 
is well underway on the 
5-acre (2 hectares) site, 
which includes 84 units in 
two eight-story towers. Pre¬ 
sales began in 2011, and, in 
a little over a year, 45 had 
already sold. “We're very 
pleased with sales,” Perret 
Gentil says. “They’ve been 
even better than expect¬ 
ed. That is why we decid¬ 
ed to include the second 
tower as part of Phase 1". 
Each tower will contain 
24 two-bedroom, two- 
bath units (each measur¬ 
ing 1,023 square feet/95 
square meters); 12 three- 
bedroom, three-bath units 
(1,617 square feet/150 
square meters); four 
three-bedroom, four-bath 
penthouses (2,153 square 
feet/200 square meters) 
and two five-bedroom, 
five-and-a-half-bath pent¬ 
houses (3,197 square 


feet/297 square meters). 

All the units a provided 
with Italian Kitchens (stain¬ 
less steel stove, refrigera¬ 
tor, dishwasher and mi¬ 
crowave), porcelain tiles, 
washer and dryers and as¬ 
signed parking. 

Furniture packages are 
available to purchase in 
the most chic Italian style. 
Enhanced Beach at walk¬ 
ing distance will also be 
part of your piece of this 
“Happy island”. 

The buildings will be Green, 
with energy saver air-con¬ 
ditioning and water sys¬ 
tem. 

Buyers have the option of 
purchasing a complete 
furniture and interior de¬ 
sign package at the time 
of sale. “Most owners want 
the luxury of the total pack¬ 
age,” Perret Gentil says. 
Adding to the project's al¬ 
lure is its location on Eagle 
Beach next to the Bubali 
Bird Sanctuary, which pro¬ 
vides both great views and 
a quiet neighbor. Within 
walking distance is Palm 
Beach, a renowned 2-mile- 
longstrip that’s home to 


high-rise luxury hotels and 
dotted by water sports 
concessions, piers, bars, 
restaurants, and shops. 
Minutes away, golfers can 
play a round at a Robert 
Trent Jones II champion¬ 
ship course. 

A third tower and a sec¬ 
ond pool are planned for 
phase two, which may 
contain 40 additional units, 
Perret Gentil says. “We're 
going to make the de¬ 
cision based on market 
conditions when we begin 
sales on phase two.” 

Blue Residence is primarily 
targeting buyers from Ven¬ 
ezuela and the northeast 
United States, but Perret 
Gentil sees other opportu¬ 
nities, too. “Lately, we have 
seen a big interest among 
Canadians, and we also 
hope to target Brazilians.” 
The Preferred Residences 
affiliation has helped with 
sales. “Our buyers value 
the opportunity of ex¬ 
changing their property 
for another vacation des¬ 
tination around the world 
and the many ways the 
program helps them maxi¬ 
mize the use of their leisure 
time," Perret Gentil says, 
adding that the program 
“delivers a rich menu of 
benefits and services that 
will enrich our owners' lives 
for years to come.” □ 
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Beach Tennis Aruba wins Oscar award for tournament 

of the year 2012! 



EAGLE BEACH - YES, WE DID 
ITU! We are very happy and 
proud that the Divi Resorts 
Aruba Beach Tennis Event 
has won the Oscar for Best 



Tournament of the Year 
2012. Last year we were the 
best tournament outside of 
Italy but this year we beat 
the winner of last year with 


2 points! We are extremely 
proud of this achievement 
since it is so difficult to win 
this Italian organized award 
from the Italian nominees 
of Delphines Cervia. Need¬ 
less to say that we will try 
everything to organize 
an even better tourna¬ 
ment this year, so that this 
prestigious Beach Tennis 
Award will once again go 
to Aruba. Thank you all BTA 
members, players, visitors, 
sponsors and our awe¬ 
some ‘Crew’! For full results 
go to: http://www.ortoline. 
it/news.asp?id=576 
In part, the article in the 
International Beach Tennis 
Website reads, “And final¬ 
ly, the award for the best 
tournament... It should be 
noted that the jury had no 
way of seeing all tourna¬ 
ments that have played 
and many have voted on 
ratings given. (However), 
after 2 years of victories 
and despite a splendid 
edition 2012, the city of 
Cervia yields, albeit by a 
narrow margin, (and) first 
place goes to the tourna¬ 
ment in Aruba, played on 
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the island’s prestigious Ea¬ 
gle Beach! The tournament 
in Aruba was probably in¬ 
spired by aspects of the 
tournament held in Cervia: 
from the many fields (over 
25), the many days of com¬ 
petition, the sense of total 
dedication, and even the 


event location itself. Jo- 
chem Ros, Sjoerd de Vries 
and other members can 
be very proud of their re¬ 
sults, as the island’s charm 
and the quality of the tour¬ 
nament’s organization at¬ 
tracted players and fans 
from all over the world!’ ’□ 






























































LOCAL I 1 ? 


TUESDAY 8 JANUARY 2013 


At the Westin Aruba Art Gallery: 

Local Artists present "I see Beauty in Everything!" 


PALM BEACH - 

On Saturday, 
January 12, the 
Westin Aruba 
Art Gallery will 
host the excit¬ 
ing Opening 
Reception for 
"I see Beauty 
in Everything", 
a group exhi¬ 
bition present¬ 
ing the works 
of 8 local pho¬ 
tographers, 
professionals 
and hobby¬ 
ists. Each artist 
will present 5 
works on dif¬ 
ferent medi¬ 
ums, including 
photo papers, 
canvases, form 
boards and 

others. The 



featured artists presenting 
their eight perspectives in¬ 
clude Annemiek van vliet, 
Armando Goedgedrag, 


Deisy Gutierrez, Eduardo 
Valbuena, Maria Teresa 
Martinez, Mayo Stoppels, 
Paul van Driel and Rosalie 


Klein. It will be an interest¬ 
ing show to say the least! 

Make sure to put the date 


in your agenda for the 
Opening Reception, Satur¬ 
day, January 12, 2013, from 
7:00pm to 9:00pm at the 


Westin Aruba Art Gallery. 
The exhibition will remain 
on display from January 12 
to March 7, 20130 



' Juan Valdez Cafe 
Little Caesars 


International 
Divi Logo Shop 
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Where Aruba goes to play! 


Open daily 10am to 4am • J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.casinoalhambra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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John and Julie Shea honored at Costa Linda Beach Resort 



Recently, loyal visitors of Aruba were honored 
as Distinguished Visitors. The symbolic honorary 
title is presented in the name of the Minister of 
Tourism as a token of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for between 10-and-20 years 
consecutive. 


The honorees are members of Costa Linda 
Beach Resort and have been enjoying the Is¬ 
land every year they come back. 

The honorees were John and Julie Shea, resi¬ 
dents of Massapequa Park, New York. 

Darline S. de Cuba, representing Aruba Tourist 


Authority, and Gloria Janga, Assistant Members 
Relations Manager conducted the ceremony 
held at Costa Linda Beach Resort. 

The main reasons they return to Aruba are the 
great weather, white sandy beaches and the 
local food. □ 



Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!” 
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5pm. 

Catch yout own dinner 

A ehortef Inducted 
complain, male, all fishing 
equipment bail, sodas and 
homed warer. On a full day 
charier sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
Ydlt can call Kerby cF<rec1ly 
ar £92 ^O-tO or go lo 
wwvf.drihwoQdar.jba.com . 

DrlHwood Reitauianl 
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Max. A people 
Driltwood Reslaurant 
AulhenSic Aruban Seaload 
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tel: (2WJ 5*3 251$ 
wvw.drithwoodQrubQ.cam 

Opening hours: every day. 
from 5pm til lti'30pm. 
Sunday Closed. 


















































































U.S. forward Wambach named world’s best player 

USA’s Abby Wambach one of the nominees for the FIFA Women’s World Soccer Player of the Year Award speaks 
at a press conference during the FIFA Ballon d’Or Gala 2013 held at the Kongresshaus in Zurich, Switzerland, on 
Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. 

Associated Press 
Page 18 
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Steve Strieker raises his arms 
after hitting for an eagle 
on the 18th hole during 
the second round at the 
Tournament of Champions 
PGA golf tournament 
Monday, Jan. 7, 2013 in 
Kapalua, Hawaii. 

Associated Press 

Johnson in 
tie for lead 
after 1 round 
at Kapalua 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 

Dustin Johnson got off to a 
good start Monday in the 
Tournament of Champi¬ 
ons. Then again, just start¬ 
ing was good. 

Three days behind sched¬ 
ule because of high wind, 
the PGA Tour finally got its 
2013 season started on the 
day its first tournament was 
supposed to finish. John¬ 
son, who showed up on 
Maui a week before the 
tournament and played 
just about every day, 
three-putted three times 
in five holes and still had a 
4-under 69. That gave him 
a share of the lead with 
Mark Wilson and Nick Wat- 
ney, who rolled in a long 
eagle putt on his last hole. 


Continued on Page 19 
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Messi wins record 4th world’s best player award 



Argentina's Lionel Messi, left, and US Abby Wambach, right, pose with their trophies after 
winning the World Player of the Year Awards during the FIFA Ballon d’Or Gala 2013 held at the 
Kongresshaus in Zurich, Switzerland, Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. 

Associated Press 


GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
ZURICH (AP) — Lionel Messi 
won the FIFA Ballon d’Or 
award on Monday as an 
expected reward for his as¬ 
tonishing 91-goal year for 
Barcelona and Argentina 
in 2012. 

Aged just 25, Messi has now 
been voted the world’s 
best player for an unprece¬ 
dented fourth straight year 
as the outstanding talent 
of his generation. 

Messi beat his great rival 
Cristiano Ronaldo of Span¬ 
ish champion Real Madrid 
and Barcelona teammate 
Andres Iniesta, who starred 
as Spain won the 2012 Eu¬ 
ropean Championship. 

“To tell the truth, this is re¬ 
ally unbelievable to get 
the fourth award. I am so 
nervous," a typically low- 
key Messi said, in Spanish, 
though he wore a black 
tuxedo jacket with a white- 
spotted pattern in an un¬ 
expectedly flamboyant 
touch. 

Messi’s fourth award lifted 
him above three-time FIFA 
winners Zinedine Zidane 
of France and Brazil’s Ron¬ 
aldo. The old Ballon d’Or 
trophy for players in Europe 
was won three times by 
France great Michel Platini, 
and Netherlands forwards 
Johan Cruyff and Marco 
van Basten. 

Messi received 41.60 per¬ 
cent of the points in votes 
cast by national team 
coaches and captains 
plus invited journalists, who 
gave their top-three lists 
from an original slate of 23 
players. 

Ronaldo got 23.68 percent 
and Iniesta 10.91 percent. 


Ronaldo scored the high¬ 
est proportion of his points 
from media, while Messi 
scored best with coaches. 
“Whether I win or not it 
doesn't matter, it’s a privi¬ 
lege to be here,” Ronaldo, 
the 2008 winner, said ear¬ 
lier when sharing a news 
conference platform with 
Messi. The two national 
team captains down¬ 
played down their rivalry, 
though neither chose to 
vote for the other. 

Messi led a dominating 
night for Spanish teams 
and the United States 
women's Olympic cham¬ 
pions at FIFA’s annual cel¬ 
ebration of world football. 
Vicente del Bosque won 
the coaching award for 
guiding Spain to its third 
straight major tournament 


victory at Euro 2012. 

Abby Wambach, who 
scored five goals at the 
London Games, was 
named the best women's 
player. Teammate Alex 
Morgan was also nomi¬ 
nated to become the first 
American winner since Mia 
Flamm got the 2002 award. 
Pia Sundhage, who also 
led the U.S. team to gold at 
the 2008 Beijing Olympics, 
won the coaching award 
for women’s football — 
then sang from the stage in 
her acceptance speech. 
Barcelona players have 
now won 10 times in the 22 
years that FIFA has award¬ 
ed a world’s-best prize. In 
2010, the FIFA world player 
honor merged with the 
Ballon d’Or prize awarded 
to Europe-based players 


since 1956 by ‘France Foot¬ 
ball' magazine. 

Messi's goal-scoring record 
shone in a relatively disap¬ 
pointing year by the high 
standards of the Catalan 
club which won just one 
trophy, the Spanish Cup, in 
2012. Madrid, sparked by 
Ronaldo’s 46 league goals, 
took back the La Liga title 
and Barcelona went down 
to a shock defeat in the 
Champions League semi¬ 
finals to eventual winner 
Chelsea. 

Still, Messi defied critics 
who believe his standards 
drop for Argentina by scor¬ 
ing 12 goals for the nation¬ 
al team in 2012, including 
five at a goal-a-game rate 
in 2014 World Cup quali¬ 
fiers to ensure it leads the 
South American qualifying 


group. 

Messi’s goals also helped 
give Barcelona, under new 
coach Tito Vilanova, a run¬ 
away lead in the Spanish 
league this season thanks 
to a record start of 17 wins 
and one draw. 

Wambach's goals at the 
Olympics earned her the 
FIFA prize at the age of 32. 
She placed third last year. 
“Thank you for challenging 
me every day, Alex espe¬ 
cially,” Wambach said to 
her rivals on the three-play¬ 
er shortlist, Morgan and five 
time winner Marta of Brazil. 
Wambach got 20.67 per¬ 
cent of the voting points 
on a 10-player original 
slate. Marta scored 13.50 
percent and Morgan tal¬ 
lied 10.87 percent. 

The U.S. players had been 
serenaded from the stage 
by Sundhage, who sang a 
verse of the Bob Dylan song 
‘If Not For You' on receiv¬ 
ing the coaching award. 
Sundhage beat two male 
candidates: Norio Sasaki 
of Olympic silver medalist 
Japan, and Bruno Bini of 
France.Sundhage returned 
to Sweden to coach her 
home national team after 
the Olympics, and added 
more sparkle to the FIFA 
event by wearing a black 
and glittery ‘Sweden 2013’ 
T-shirt to advertise its host¬ 
ing of the next women’s 
European Championship. 
Del Bosque was a more se¬ 
rious, but equally respect¬ 
ed, winner of the men's 
coaching award. Madrid 
coach Jose Mourinho, who 
did not attend, was sec¬ 
ond and former Barcelona 
coach Pep Guardiola was 
third.Q 
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Kapalua 

Continued from Page 17 

The 69s matched the high¬ 
est score to lead after one 
round in 15 years this tour¬ 
nament has been held on 
the Plantation Course at 
Kapalua. 

But there were no com¬ 
plaints. At least they were 
playing. 

As long as Johnson has 
been at Kapalua, this was 
his first time playing a full 
round in five days. He was 
among four players who 
had not even teed off 
when the first round was 
scuttled on Friday and Sun¬ 
day. It was too windy to 
even try to start on Satur¬ 
day. 

“Today was the first day I 
got on the course, but def¬ 
initely felt good,” Johnson 
said. 

Rickie Fowler made his¬ 
tory as the first player to 
hit the opening tee shot of 
the PGA Tour season three 
times. He was in the group 
at 3-under 70 that includ¬ 
ed Bubba Watson, Brandt 
Snedeker and Carl Petters- 
son. Defending champion 
Steve Strieker was another 
shot behind. 

The players had about 30 
minutes for lunch before 
going out for 18 more holes 
Monday afternoon, fol¬ 
lowed by a Tuesday finish 
of 18 holes. It would be the 
first time the Tournament of 
Champions was reduced 
to 54 holes since 1997 at 
rainy La Costa Resort. 

The tournament finally 
caught a break when the 
wind subsided just enough 
as players were on the 
practice green under 
floodlights before sunrise. 
The greens were slowed to 
8 1/2 on the Stimpmeter — 
compared with 10 1/2 on 
Friday — to help keep the 
balls from blowing off the 
green. 

It still was plenty windy, 
though this mountainous 
course was built for that. 
Only six players in the 30- 


man field failed to break 
par. 

But the green speed, com¬ 
bined with the wind, made 
it difficult. 

Johnson’s chip on the sec¬ 
ond hole came up 10 feet 
short, and he made that 
for par. He left his 20-foot 
birdie putt on the third hole 
about 4 feet short and 
missed that one, but an¬ 
swered by rolling in a 20- 
foot birdie that looked as 
if it would miss on the right 
side until the wind blew it 
back toward the hole. 
Johnson walked off the 
green with a smile. 

“Ride the wind, baby,” he 
said. Johnson turned to 
see Watson hit an identical 
putt that stayed out to the 
right. 

He didn't think it was that 
much of an advantage to 
have played the course so 
much in the days leading 
up to the tournament be¬ 
cause the wind didn’t ar¬ 
rive until Friday. 

“But the greens were 
about this slow when I got 
here,” Johnson said. “I still 
can't get it to the hole.” 

He also three-putted the 
fifth green from 70 feet for 
par, and he three-putted 
the seventh green from 15 
feet. 

“The ball is really not mov¬ 
ing,” Johnson said. “But it’s 
the gusts of wind that kind 
of blow you off balance. 
So you’re oscillating quite 
a bit.” 

There was plenty of trouble 
at Kapalua even in slightly 
less wind. Tommy Gainey 
was tied for the lead play¬ 
ing his 17th hole, the par- 
3 eighth, when the wind 
knocked it short of the 
green and the ball rolled 
into a hazard. His next shot 
went into the grassy bank 
of a bunker and stayed 
there, and he made triple 
bogey. 

Keegan Bradley also had 
a trio of three-putts in his 
round of 71. Pettersson's 
lone regret was missing a 
2-foot putt on the 16th be¬ 


cause of the wind. “That's 
going to happen,” Petters- 
son said. 

Wilson played bogey-free, 
a remarkable effort with so 
many holes into the wind 
playing much longer. 

Then again, the tour made 
accommodations for the 
wind — and the pace of 
play trying to squeeze in 36 
holes — by moving the tees 
forward. In several cases, 
the players were on tees 
reserved for resort guests. 
The course played 438 
yards shorter than what it 
shows on the scorecard. □ 



Dustin Johnson, right, demonstrates how strong the wind is by 
letting it hold his jacket against him as he stands with Bubba 
Watson on the14th hole during the first round at the Tournament 
of Champions PGA golf tournament Monday, Jan. 7, 2013 in 
Kapalua, Hawaii. 

Associated Press 
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Bama bashes Notre Dame 42-14 in BCS title game 


By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP) 
- Alabama romped to its 
second consecutive BCS 
championship, and third in 
four seasons, beating No. 1 
Notre Dame 42-14 in a BCS 
championship game that 
was no classic after all. 

AJ McCarron threw four 
touchdown passes and Ed¬ 
die Lacy ran for 140 yards 
and scored twice for the 
second-ranked Crimson 
Tide, which scored on its first 
three drives and cruised to 
the second-most lopsided 
BCS championship game 
victory Monday night. 
Alabama (13-1) became 
the third team to win three 
national titles in four sea¬ 
sons since polls started be¬ 
ing used to crown cham¬ 
pions in 1936, and the first 
since Nebraska from 1994- 
97. Tide coach Nick Saban 
now has won four national 
championships. Only Ala¬ 
bama's Paul "Bear” Bry¬ 
ant, with six, has more. 

The Fighting Irish (12-1) 
didn’t score until they were 
down 35-0 late in the third 
quarter. 

In a matchup of tradition- 
rich programs tied for the 
most AP national champi¬ 
onships with eight, Notre 
Dame was looking for its 
first national championship 
in 24 years. The Crimson 
Tide got its ninth. 

The Crimson Tide marched 
with ease on the opening 
drive, going 82 yards on five 
plays to take a 7-0 lead on 
Lacy’s 20-yard touchdown 
run up the middle with 
12:03 left in the first quarter. 
Notre Dame (12-0) had 
allowed only two rushing 
touchdowns in its surpris¬ 
ing run to the champion¬ 
ship game. The Fighting 
Irish were the first team to 
reach the BCS champion¬ 
ship game after starting 
the season unranked. They 
were trying to become the 
first team to go from un¬ 


Alabama’s AJ McCarron celebrates during the first half of the 
BCS National Championship college football game against 
Notre Dame Monday, Jan. 7, 2013, in Miami. 

Associated Press 


ranked to national cham¬ 
pion since BYU in 1984. 
Alabama quickly made the 
Fighting Irish look as if they 
were in over their heads. 
Notre Dame did nothing 
to respond to Alabama’s 
opening march, and on 
its punt back, the Crimson 
Tide might have caught a 
break. Returner Christion 
Jones muffed the kick, but 
Notre Dame was flagged 
for interfering with the 
catch, though it was one 
of Jones' teammates that 
made contact with him. 
Lacy and the Crimson 
Tide went right back to 
work, hammering away at 
Notre Dame’s vaunted de¬ 
fense. The Irish struggled to 
bring down the 220-pound 
tailback, who even ran 
through Heisman Trophy 
finalist Manti Te'o on a 
screen pass. 

In the second quarter, it 
was freshman T.J. Yeldon 
slipping through Te’o’s 
arms in the backfield on a 
third-down run and getting 
a first down. 

Lacy set up Alabama’s 
second touchdown with 
another 20-yard run, this 


time to the Irish 2. Instead of 
running into a Notre Dame 
goal-line defense that has 


become known for goal¬ 
line stands, McCarron 
faked a handoff and found 
tight end Michael Williams 
all alone for the score and 
a 14-0 lead. 

Alabama made it 3 for 3 on 
the next drive when Yeldon 
scored from a yard out on 
the first play of the second 
quarter. 

The Alabama fans seemed 
outnumbered at Sun Life 
Stadium by Fighting Irish 
followers, pumped to see 
their team try to win its first 
national title in 24 years. 
But the folks in Crimson and 
houndstooth were mak¬ 
ing all the noise as the Tide 
rolled. Lacy landed one 
more blow with 31 seconds 
left in the half. McCarron 
dumped off to Lacy, who 
spun off two tacklers, and 
went 11 yards to make it 
28-0. 

The Southeastern Confer¬ 
ence, winners of the last six 
BCS championships, was 
storming toward seven in 
a row. Those familiar "S-E- 
C!” chants started early in 
this one. 

The Fighting Irish started the 
third quarter with a promis¬ 
ing drive that ended with 
another Alabama high¬ 
light. 

HaHa Clinton-Dix made 


a sensational diving inter¬ 
ception, grabbing a tipped 
pass and tapping his toe 
inches from the sideline. Al¬ 
abama turned the game’s 
first turnover into another 
long scoring drive. McCar¬ 
ron capped this one with 
a 34-yard TD pass to fresh¬ 
man Amari Cooper, the 
longest TD pass the Irish 
have given up this season. 
With the score 35-0 and 
some Fighting Irish fans in 
the stadium record crowd 
of 80,120, Notre Dame fi¬ 
nally got on the board with 
4:08 left in the third. 

Everett Golson took an 
option keeper 2 yards for 
a touchdown to break 
a streak of 108 minutes, 
7 seconds in which Ala¬ 
bama had not allowed a 
point in a BCS champion¬ 
ship game, dating to the 
last 6 minutes of the fourth 
quarter of the 2009 title 
game against Texas at the 
Rose Bowl. Alabama had 
scored 69 straight points in 
that span. Alabama had 
529 yards. The Irish defense 
came in allowing 286 per 
game. Golson, the red- 
shirt freshman quarterback 
who coach Brian Kelly had 
nurtured through the sea¬ 
son, was 21 for 36 for 270 
yards.Q 


Alabama's Eddie Lacy falls into the end zone for a touchdown during the first half of the BCS 
National Championship college football game against Notre Dame Monday, Jan. 7, 2013, in 
Miami. 

Associated Press 
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NBA Roundup 


Walker leads Bobcats past Pistons in OT 


The Associated Press 
AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
(AP) — Kemba Walker had 

20 points and seven as¬ 
sists, Ben Gordon scored 18 
points and the Charlotte 
Bobcats beat the Detroit 
Pistons 108-101 in overtime 
Sunday night for just their 
second win in 21 games. 
Ramon Sessions added 
15 points, Michael Kidd- 
Gilchrist scored 11 and 
Bismack Biyombo had 10 
points and 17 rebounds for 
the Bobcats. 

Tayshaun Prince scored 

21 points to lead Detroit, 
which snapped a four- 
game winning streak. Greg 
Monroe had 18 points, 14 
rebounds and six assists 
and Rodney Stuckey also 
scored 18 points. 

Walker’s driving layup with 
7.8 seconds left in regula¬ 
tion tied the score at 96-all, 
sending the game to over¬ 


time. Then, he and Tyrus 
Thomas had four points 
each for Charlotte in the 
extra period. 

Prince’s jump hook with 
2:02 left had given the Pis¬ 
tons a 96-94 lead. 

NUGGETS 112, LAKERS 105 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ty 
Lawson had 21 points and 
10 assists, Danilo Gallinari 
scored 20 points and hit a 
big 3-pointer with 13.8 sec¬ 
onds left, and Denver won 
for the fifth time in seven 
games. 

JaVale McGee scored 17 
points for the Nuggets, who 
showed no signs of wea¬ 
riness after a home win 
over Utah one night ear¬ 
lier. Despite two last-minute 
3-pointers by Kobe Bryant, 
Denver maintained a lead 
throughout the fourth quar¬ 
ter of its second win in 12 
days over the Lakers. 

Bryant scored 29 points 


and Dwight Howard had 14 
points and a career high- 
tying 26 rebounds for the 
Lakers, who have lost three 
straight and four of five. 
HEAT 99, WIZARDS 71 
MIAMI (AP) — LeBron 
James scored 24 points, 
Miami had an edge in re¬ 
bounding and closed with 
a 21-0 run over the final 
7:07 to beat Washington. 
The Heat, beaten on the 
boards by a total of 38 re¬ 
bounds over the previous 
three games, this time en¬ 
joyed a 50-39 advantage. 
Udonis Haslem led them 
with 12 rebounds. 

James extended his streaks 
of scoring at least 20 points 
to 32 consecutive games 
this season, and 53 in a row 
including last year's playoff 
run. 

The Wizards, last in the NBA 
in points and shooting, hit 
36 percent. They lost their 


Djokovic, Azarenka named as top seeds in Australia 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Defending champions 
Novak Djokovic and Vic¬ 
toria Azarenka have been 
confirmed as the top seeds 
for the Australian Open 
starting next week. 
Australian Open organizers 
stuck closely to the latest 
rankings to seed 32 players 
for each of the men's and 
women’s draws. 

David Ferrer took the No. 4 
seeding — behind Djokov¬ 
ic, Roger Federer and U.S. 
Open champion Andy 
Murray — to replace fellow 
Spaniard Rafael Nadal, 
who has withdrawn due to 
injury. 

On the women’s side, Aza- 


Serbia's Novak Djokovic reacts 
do Verdasco during the men's 
tournament in Perth, Australia, 
won the match 6-4, 7-5. 


to a call against Spain’s Fernan- 
final at the Hopman Cup tennis 
Saturday Jan. 5, 2013. Djokovic 

Associated Press 


renka is followed by French Open champi¬ 
on Maria Sharapova and Serena Williams, 
the reigning Wimbledon, Olympic and U.S. 
Open champion. 

Agnieszka Radwanska is seeded fourth. 


followed by Angelique Kerber and Li Na. 
American teenager Sloane Stephens got 
a seeding after moving up the rankings to 
No. 29. 




Los Angeles Lakers center Dwight Howard, right, shoots over 
Denver Nuggets’ Kosta Koufos during the first half of their NBA 
basketball game, Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


fifth game in a row and fell 
to 0-13 on the road against 
Eastern Conference teams. 
GRIZZLIES 92, SUNS 81 
PHOENIX (AP) — Zach Ran¬ 
dolph scored 21 points and 
Rudy Gay added 20 to 
lead Memphis. 

Tony Allen scored 11 and 
Marc Gasol had 10 points 
and 12 rebounds for the 
Grizzlies, who have won 
three of their last five 
games. P.J. Tucker scored 
a career-high 17 points 
and Marcin Gortat added 
12 points and rebounds for 
the Suns. Guards Goran 
Dragic and Sebastian Tel¬ 
fair combined for just 12 
points and seven assists. 
Phoenix has lost eight of 


nine and 15 of 20 dating to 
November 28. 

Despite shooting in the mid- 
30 percent range for the 
bulk of the game, Phoenix 
trailed 71-65 when Markieff 
Morris converted a three- 
point play 31 seconds into 
the fourth quarter. 

But Gasol scored four 
points, including a fallaway 
17-footer, and Gay added 
a 21-foot jumper to key a 
10-3 run that put the Griz¬ 
zlies ahead 81-68. 

THUNDER 104, RAPTORS 92 
TORONTO (AP) — Rus¬ 
sell Westbrook scored 23 
points, Kevin Durant had 22 
and Oklahoma City won 
for the 17th time in its last 
20 games.Q 
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Exercise monitoring catching on in health care system 


LINDSEY TANNER 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Roll up 
a sleeve for the blood 
pressure cuff. Stick out a 
wrist for the pulse-taking. 
Lift your tongue for the 
thermometer. Report how 
many minutes you are ac¬ 
tive or getting exercise. 
Wait, what? 

If the last item isn’t part of 
the usual drill at your doc¬ 
tor’s office, a movement is 
afoot to change that. One 
recent national survey indi¬ 
cated only a third of Amer¬ 
icans said their doctors 
asked about or prescribed 
physical activity. 

Kaiser Permanente, one of 
the nation’s largest non¬ 
profit health insurance 
plans, made a big push 
a few years ago to get its 
southern California doctors 
to ask patients about exer¬ 
cise. Since then, Kaiser has 


expanded the program 
across California and to 
several other states. Now 
almost 9 million patients 
are asked at every visit. 


and some other medical 
systems are doing it, too. 
Here’s how it works: During 


any routine check of vital 
signs, a nurse or medical 
assistant asks how many 
days a week the patient 
exercises and for how long. 


The number of minutes 
per week is posted along 
with other vitals at the top 


the medical chart. So it’s 
among the first things the 
doctor sees. 

“All we ask our physicians 
to do is to make a com¬ 
ment on it, like, ‘Hey, good 
job,' or ‘I noticed today 
that your blood pressure 
is too high and you’re not 
doing any exercise. There’s 
a connection there. We re¬ 
ally need to start you walk¬ 
ing 30 minutes a day,”’ said 
Dr. Robert Sallis, a Kaiser 
family doctor. He hatched 
the vital sign idea as part of 
a larger initiative by doc¬ 
tors groups. 

He said Kaiser doctors gen¬ 
erally prescribe exercise 
first, instead of medication, 
and for many patients who 
follow through that's often 
all it takes. 

It’s a challenge to make 
progress. A study looking 
at the first year of Kaiser’s 
effort showed more than a 


third of patients said they 
never exercise. 

Sallis said some patients 
may not be aware that 
research shows physi¬ 
cal inactivity is riskier than 
high blood pressure, obe¬ 
sity and other health risks 
people know they should 
avoid. As recently as No¬ 
vember a government- 
led study concluded that 
people who routinely exer¬ 
cise live longer than others, 
even if they’re overweight. 
Zendi Solano, who works 
for Kaiser as a research as¬ 
sistant in Pasadena, Calif., 
says she always knew ex¬ 
ercise was a good thing. 
But until about a year ago, 
when her Kaiser doctor 
started routinely measuring 
it, she “really didn’t take it 
seriously.” 

She was obese, and in a 
family of diabetics, had el¬ 
evated blood sugar.Q 



Zendi Solano, second from left, trains with her running club in 
Pasadena, Calif. Kaiser Permanente, one of the nation’s largest 
nonprofit health insurance plans, made a big push a few years 
ago to get its southern California doctors to ask patients about 
exercise. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill) 


Supportive environment found in ‘overweight-only’ gym 


JOHN L. MONE 
Associated Press 
DALLAS (AP) — Down¬ 
size Fitness is an exclusive 
health club, evocative 
of the nation’s trendiest 
gyms. But there’s a strict 


requirement to join: You 
must be 50 pounds or more 
overweight. 

The chain wants its mem¬ 
bers to feel comfortable 
while exercising, so there 
are no mirrors inside and 


the windows are fogged. 
Even the equipment is de¬ 
signed for heavier people. 
Chicago entrepreneur 
Francis Wisnewski says he 
started the gym because 
“I’ve been overweight my 


whole life, and I was em¬ 
barrassed to go to the gym 
myself." 

The first locations opened 
in Chicago and Las Vegas 
in 2011, and expanded to 
Dallas in 2012. 


Gym member Janie Busch 
said she likes the support¬ 
ive atmosphere. Krisanne 
Hale, a personal trainer in 
Dallas, is still trying to lose 
weight. She says that helps 
members relate. □ 


Poll shows few Americans understand risks of obesity 


L. NEERGAARD 
J. AGIESTA 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Heart 
disease and diabetes get 
all the attention, but what 
about the many other 
ways obesity can damage 
your health? 

Carrying too many pounds 
may lead to or worsen 
some types of cancer, ar¬ 
thritis, sleep apnea, even 
infertility. But a new poll 
suggests few Americans 
realize the links. 

Only about one-quarter of 
people think it’s possible for 
someone to be very over¬ 
weight and still healthy, ac¬ 
cording to the poll by The 
Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re¬ 
search. 

Ask about the most serious 
consequences, and more 
than 7 in 10 Americans can 
correctly tick off heart dis¬ 
ease and diabetes. Heart 
disease is the nation’s lead¬ 


ing killer, and diabetes and 
obesity are twin epidem¬ 
ics, as rates of both have 
climbed in recent years. 
The other consequences 
aren't so well known. 
“People are often shocked 
to hear how far-reaching 
the effects of obesity are," 
said Jennifer Dimitriou, a 
bariatric dietitian at New 
York's Montefiore Medical 
Center. 

Only 7 percent of people 
surveyed mentioned can¬ 
cer, although doctors 
long have known that fat 
increases the risk of devel¬ 
oping cancers of the co¬ 
lon, breast, prostate, uterus 
and certain other sites. 
Plus, being overweight can 
make it harder to spot tu¬ 
mors early and to treat 
them. 

Then there’s the toll on your 
joints, especially the knees. 
About 15 percent of peo¬ 
ple knew obesity can con¬ 
tribute to arthritis, a vicious 


cycle as the joint pain then 
makes it harder to exercise 
and shed pounds. 

High blood pressure, high 
cholesterol and strokes 
were fairly low on the list. 
Infertility didn't get a men¬ 
tion. Also, 5 percent put re¬ 
spiratory problems on the 
list. Studies show people 


who are overweight are at 
increased risk of sleep ap¬ 
nea and asthma, and that 
dropping pounds can help 
improve their symptoms. 
Knowing more about the 
myriad ways obesity af¬ 
fects health could help 
motivate people to get 
more active and eat bet¬ 


ter before full-blown dis¬ 
ease strikes, Dimitriou said. 
“Most people want to be¬ 
come healthier. It’s the 
know-how, and under¬ 
standing what the conse¬ 
quences are,” she said. 

But only 52 percent of those 
surveyed said they’ve dis¬ 
cussed the health risks of 
being overweight with a 
doctor. In another com¬ 
plication, the AP-NORC 
Center survey found that 
about half of people think 
their weight is just about 
right, and only 12 percent 
of parents think their child 
is overweight. That's even 
though government fig¬ 
ures show two-thirds of U.S. 
adults, and one-third of 
children and teens, are ei¬ 
ther overweight or obese. 

If you’re surrounded by 
overweight people, espe¬ 
cially in your family, “then 
that's all you know, and 
that to you is normal," Dimi¬ 
triou said. □ 



Two overweight women hold a conversation in New York. About 
one-quarter of Americans think it’s possible for someone to be 
very overweight and still healthy, according to the poll by The 
Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 































BUSINESS! 2 ! 


TUESDAY 8 JANUARY 2013 



This undated photo provided by Lego shows “Reptar,” a robotic 
snake that is one of 17 possible creations available in the new, 
$350 Lego Mindstorms EV3 platform that will have the ability to 
talk to iPhones, iPads and iPod Touches through Bluetooth wire¬ 
less connections. 

Associated Press 

New Lego robotics 
kit talks to iPhones 

PETER SVENSSON 


CES unveils big TVs 
with ‘ultrahigh definition’ 



AP Technology Writer 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Lego bricks are getting cozy with the 
iPhone and other Apple devices in the latest incarnation 
of the Mindstorms robotics kit. 

Lego announced Monday that a new, $350 Mindstorms 
EV3 kit will have the ability to talk to iPhones, iPads and 
iPod Touches through Bluetooth wireless connections. 
That means Lego builders can use the devices as remote 
controls for their robots, or create simple programs that 
are then sent to the robots to control their actions. 

Lego said the kit will go on sale in the second half of the 
year. It was announced as the International CES gadget 
show begins in Las Vegas this week. 

Remote control was already possible with Android smart¬ 
phones and the most recent Mindstorms kit, the NXT. Ap¬ 
ple devices didn’t work because the “brain” of the kit — 
a juice-box-sized electronic brick — lacked a chip that 
would identify the Lego gadget to Apple devices. 

Also new in the Mindstorms EV3 kit is a “two-eyed" infra¬ 
red sensor that can pick up signals from a small infrared 
remote and locate it. In the kit. Lego includes the blue¬ 
prints for a snake robot that uses its eyes to sense if some¬ 
one is close to its head, in which case it strikes. 

The EV3 will also be the first Mindstorms kit to be avail¬ 
able in Chinese, Korean, Spanish and Russian. Previous 
kits have been in English, Japanese and a few other Eu¬ 
ropean languages. 

As with earlier kits, the EV3 includes four motors and five 
different sensors. The new brick is compatible with earlier 
sensors and motors and is “more hackable than ever,” 
according to Lego. The first Mindstorms came out in 1998. 
Suggested age for the EV3 is 10 and up.Q 


LG OLED televisions are displayed at the LG booth at the International Consumer Electronics Show 
in Las Vegas, Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. The 2013 International CES gadget show, the biggest trade 
show in the Americas, is taking place in Las Vegas this week. 

Associated Press 


RYAN NAKASHIMA 
AP Business Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The 
race to make TVs larger 
and larger has created a 
colossal problem for manu¬ 
facturers: As screens grow, 
picture quality worsens — 
unless the viewer moves 
farther away from the 
screen. 

The issue is playing out 
in cozy dens and family 
rooms around the world. 
To get the full benefit of 
a large high-definition 
screen, viewers must move 
back from their sets. Be¬ 
cause the ideal viewing 
distance is no closer than 
three times the height of 
your screen, or about one 
and a half times the diag¬ 
onal length, big TVs have 
literally forced many fami¬ 
lies’ backs against the wall. 
This year, TV makers are 


Apple says more than 40B 
apps have been downloaded 

CUPERTINO, Calif. (AP) —Apple says people have downloaded more than 40 billion 
apps on for the iPhone, iPad and the iPod Touch, nearly half of them in 2012. 

Apple Inc. said Monday that December saw record downloads of more than 2 billion 
apps. There are 775,000 individual applications available in the app store. Apple says 
it has paid app developers more than $7 billion. 

Apple launched its app store in 2008. The store hit the 10 billion downloads mark in ear¬ 
ly 2011. In March 2012, Apple announced that more than 25 billion apps have been 
downloaded. The 40 billion milestone does not include updates or re-downloads.Q 


doing their best to give 
huge-screen fanatics more 
breathing room. New 
“ultrahigh-definition” sets 
were shown off Monday by 
LG Electronics Inc., Sharp 
Corp., Sony Corp. and 
Samsung Electronics Co. at 
the International CES gad¬ 
get show in Las Vegas. 
Consumers tend to buy a 
new set every seven years 
or so, and television manu¬ 
facturers are hoping the 
technology will give con¬ 
sumers a reason to up¬ 
grade. 

TV makers are also mak¬ 
ing their sets smarter. New 
TVs from Samsung, for in¬ 
stance, will recognize an 
expanded range of ges¬ 
tures so people can swipe 
through on-screen menus 
in a way that revolutionizes 
the old remote control. 
Samsung President Boo- 
Keun Yoon said the new 
features are a response to 
the increased choices con¬ 
sumers have in what they 
watch. 

“We have developed TVs 
that respond to people's 
needs and lifestyles, TVs 
that know in advance what 
people want to watch, TVs 
that have the power to cre¬ 
ate the ultimate lean-back 
experience,” Yoon said. 
With nearly 8.3 million pix¬ 


els, an ultrahigh definition 
screen contains four times 
more pixels than an HD 
TV. Because of the higher 
resolution, viewers can 
sit close — according to 
some estimates, as close as 
the diagonal length of the 
screen, which is about a 
third closer than before — 
without losing clarity. That 
could be appealing to big- 
screen fanatics who live in 
small spaces. 

Ultra-HD sets come as small 
as new models from LG 
and Sony, which stretch 55 
inches (1.4 meters) diago¬ 
nally. And estimated pric¬ 
es are dropping from the 
tens of thousands to be¬ 
low $10,000, bringing these 
multi-megapixel TVs well 
within the spending range 
of early adopters. 

It could be a few years 
before prices come down 
enough for the masses to 
justify buying ultra-HD TVs, 
especially considering that 
the U.S. TV buyers spent 
a record-low average of 
$364 on flat-screen TVs 
during the recent holiday 
shopping season, accord¬ 
ing to research firm NPD 
Group. 

Hampering sales even fur¬ 
ther, ultra-HD faces an¬ 
other problem: There’s very 
little content. □ 
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figroup CEO 


Bank of America in mortgage claims settlement 


names Forese, 
Medina-Mora 
co-presidents 

NEW YORK (AP) — Citi- 
group’s new CEO is con¬ 
tinuing to put his imprint on 
the bank, naming co-presi¬ 
dents on Monday. 

CEO Michael Corbat 
tapped Jamie Forese and 
Manuel Medina-Mora for 
the roles. 

Corbat took over as CEO of 
the New York company in 
October after Vikram Pan¬ 
dit unexpectedly stepped 
down from the post. Pan¬ 
dit had reportedly clashed 
with the board over the 
company's strategy and its 
relationship with the gov¬ 
ernment. 

Forese will be responsible 
for all of Citi's institutional 
businesses, and Medina- 
Mora will continue to over¬ 
see global consumer bank¬ 
ing and Citi's franchise in 
Mexico. 

Forese had served as CEO 
of securities and banking 
for the institutional clients 
group. Citigroup said that 
the operations and tech¬ 
nology functions that sup¬ 
port the institutional and 
consumer businesses will 
not report directly to Forese 
and Medina-Mora, respec¬ 
tively. The move was made 
to better align the opera¬ 
tions and improve efficien¬ 
cy. Corbaf also named 
Jim Cowles as CEO of fhe 
company's Europe, Middle 
East and Africa division — 
a position previously held 
by Corbat. The company 
also made some other per¬ 
sonnel announcements, 
including appointing Brian 
Leach as head of franchise 
risk and strategy. 

In addition. Vice Chairman 
Lew Kaden plans to retire in 
the coming weeks. Kaden 
previously served as Citi- 
group’s chief administra¬ 
tive officer and spent more 
than seven years with the 
company. 

Citigroup, which an¬ 
nounced in December 
that it would cut 11,000 
jobs, will submit its capital 
plan to the Federal Re¬ 
serve on Monday. 

Citigroup Inc.’s stock shed 
27 cents to $42.16 in morn¬ 
ing trading.□ 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Bank 
of America reached an 
$11.6 billion settlement with 
government mortgage 
agency Fannie Mae to 
settle claims resulting from 
mortgage-backed invest¬ 
ments that soured during 
the housing crash, bringing 
it a step closer to clearing 
up its legacy of bad home 
loans. 

Under the deal announced 
Monday, Bank of America 
will pay $3.6 billion in cash 
to Fannie Mae and buy 
back $6.75 billion in loans 
that the bank and its Coun¬ 
trywide Financial unit sold 
to the agency from Jan. 
1, 2000 through Dec. 31, 
2008. That includes about 
30,000 loans. The bank is 
also paying $1.3 billion to 
the agency for failing to 
deal with foreclosures fast 
enough. 

Also Monday, a sepa¬ 
rate settlement was an¬ 
nounced between federal 
regulators and ten major 
banks and mortgage com¬ 
panies, including Bank of 
America, over wrongful 
foreclosure practices. That 
$8.5 billion settlement cov¬ 
ers up to 3.8 million people 
who were in foreclosure in 
2009 and 2010. Of those, 
about 400,000 may be en¬ 
titled to payments, advo¬ 
cates estimate. 

For Bank of America, its 
own settlement with Fannie 


BEIJING (AP) — China’s 
sovereign wealth fund is in 
talks about possibly buying 
a stake in German luxury 
automaker Daimler AG, 
the country’s main Com¬ 
munist Party newspaper 
reported. 

China Investment Corp. 
might buy four to 10 per¬ 
cent of Daimler, Peoples 
Daily said on its website, 
citing anonymous sources. 
It gave no other details. 
Phone calls to CIC were 
not answered and Daimler 
declined to comment. 
“Generally speaking, of 
course, we welcome any 
kind of new investor, but 
we're not commenting on 
media rumors,” said Daim¬ 
ler spokesman Florian Mar- 


Mae over the mortgage 
investments represents a 
“a significant step” in re¬ 
solving the bank’s remain¬ 
ing mortgage problems. 
Bank of America CEO Brian 
Moynihan said in a state¬ 
ment. Moynihan’s prede¬ 
cessor, Ken Lewis, bought 
Countrywide, a troubled 
mortgage-lending giant, in 
July 2008 just as the finan¬ 
cial crisis was taking hold. 


The settlement represents 
“another step closer to nor¬ 
mal,” for Bank of America, 
Wells Fargo analyst Matt 
Burnell wrote in a note to 
clients. Burnell said the deal 
was good for the bank be¬ 
cause it resolved a dispute 
with a government agen¬ 
cy and will likely reduce 
the provisions it has to set 
aside to cover claims from 
investors over faulty mort¬ 
gages that were sold with 
incorrect data on home 


tens. 

CIC was created in 2007 to 
invest a portion of China's 
foreign reserves. Ifs man- 


values or income. 

Bank of America’s acqui¬ 
sition of Countrywide was 
initially praised by lawmak¬ 
ers because the lender 
was seen as stepping in 
to support the mortgage 
industry. Plowever, instead 
of boosting Bank of Amer¬ 
ica’s mortgage business, 
the purchase has drawn 
a drumbeat of regulatory 
fines, lawsuits and losses. 


Fannie Mae and Fred¬ 
die Mac buy mortgages 
from banks and package 
them together as bonds 
that they sell to investors. 
During the housing boom, 
banks sold loans to the 
two agencies that should 
never have been issued, 
because the banks failed 
to carry out the necessary 
diligence before making 
them. For example, banks 
sometimes failed to ad¬ 
equately check whether 


agers say their investments 
are purely commercial and 
have no political goals. 

CIC limited its early invest- 


customers had stated their 
income correctly. 

The government agencies, 
which were effectively na¬ 
tionalized in 2008 when 
they nearly collapsed un¬ 
der the weight of their 
mortgage losses, have 
been demanding that 
banks buy back some of 
the mortgage-backed in¬ 
vestments. 

In September, Bank of 
America also agreed to 
pay $2.43 billion to settle a 
class-action lawsuit related 
to its takeover of Merrill 
Lynch, another of Lewis's 
acquisitions during the fi¬ 
nancial crisis. 

That lawsuit was filed on 
behalf of investors who 
bought or held Bank of 
America stock when the 
company announced its 
plans to buy Merrill Lynch 
in a $20 billion deal as the 
banking industry and fed¬ 
eral regulators struggled 
to contain fallout from the 
financial crisis in the fall of 
2008. 

The Charlotte, North Car¬ 
olina-based bank said it 
would pay for the Fannie 
Mae settlement in part 
from existing reserves, 
though it would record a 
$2.7 billion hit to its fourth 
quarter earnings for 2012 
from the settlement and 
the loan servicing fees, as 
well as taking a charge of 
$2.5 billion for the settle¬ 
ment over wrongful fore¬ 
closure practices.□ 


ments to buying minority 
stakes in large companies 
to avoid arousing political 
opposition but has been 
making bigger direct in¬ 
vestments. 

The fund has made direct 
investments in French oil 
and gas producer GDF 
Suez, Russian miner Polyus 
Gold, Australian toll road 
operator Horizon Roads 
and energy, shipping and 
other companies in South 
Africa, Canada, Vietnam 
and Brazil. 

Last year, CIC bought 10 
percent of the operator 
of London’s Heathrow Air¬ 
port. Its chairman has said 
the fund wants to expand 
investments in U.S. and Eu¬ 
ropean infrastructure.^ 


Report: China fund in talks to buy Daimler stake 



Daimler AG headquarters logo in Stuttgart Untertuerkheim, 
Germany. China’s sovereign wealth fund is in talks about 
possibly buying a stake in German luxury automaker Daimler 
AG, the country’s main Communist Party newspaper reported. 

(AP Photo/Daniel Maurer) 



Bank of America Corp. says it will spend more than $10 billion 
to settle mortgage claims resulting from the housing meltdown. 

(AP Photo/Charles Krupa) 
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Stocks sag, S&P 500 closes below 5-year high 



Traders work on the floor at the New York Stock Exchange in 
New York. World stocks cooled off Monday Jan. 7,2013 as some 
investors sold shares to lock in profits following recent rallies. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — Inves¬ 
tors started the week on 
a cautious note, pulling 
the Standard & Poor’s 
500 index down from the 
five-year high it reached 
Friday. 

The move lower on Mon¬ 
day is likely the result of 
traders taking some win¬ 
nings off the table after 
the stock market’s surge 
last week, said Sam 
Stovall, chief equity strat¬ 
egist at S&P Capital IQ. 
Investors are also prepar¬ 
ing for corporate Ameri¬ 
ca's seasonal parade of 
earnings reports, which 
starts Tuesday. 

“You can summarize it as 
profit-taking and prepa¬ 
ration,” Stovall said. “In¬ 
vestors are digesting 
some of those gains from 
last week and position¬ 
ing themselves so they're 
not too far extended if 
fourth-quarter earnings 
slip a bit." 

The S&P 500 fell 4.58 points 
to close at 1,461.89. 

The Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average lost 50.92 
points, or 0.4 percent, to 
13,384.29, while the Nas¬ 
daq composite dropped 
2.84 points to 3,098.81. 
The S&P 500 soared 4.6 
percent last week, end¬ 
ing Friday at a five-year 
high. The government 
reported that hiring held 
up in December during 
the tense budget nego¬ 


tiations in Washington, with 
employers adding 155,000 
jobs during the month. 
Investors celebrated to 
start the year as lawmak¬ 
ers passed a bill to avoid 
a combination of govern¬ 
ment spending cuts and 
tax increases that came 
to be known as the “fiscal 
cliff.” The law passed late 
Tuesday night avoided the 
full force of the budget 
cuts, which could have 
dragged the economy 
into a recession. 

Investors are now shifting 
their focus to corporate 
profits. Aluminum producer 
Alcoa launches the report¬ 
ing season for the fourth 
quarter of 2012 after the 
market closes on Tuesday. 
Analysts forecast that com¬ 
panies in the S&P 500 will 
report that quarterly earn¬ 
ings increased 3.3 percent 
compared with the same 
period the year before, 
according to S&P Capital 
IQ. But all the events that 
took place in the last three 
months of 2012 - Super¬ 
storm Sandy, the presiden¬ 
tial election, and worries 
about the narrowly avoid¬ 


ed “fiscal cliff” - could 
make for some surprises. 
JPMorgan Chase, Bank of 
America and others banks 
agreed to pay $8.5 billion 
to settle federal complaints 
that they foreclosed on 
people who should have 
been allowed to stay in their 
homes. Bank stocks ended 
the day little changed. 

In a separate agreement. 
Bank of America settled 
with the government- 
owned mortgage finance 
company Fannie Mae over 


mortgage investments that 
lost value during the real- 
estate crash. BofA’s stock 
fell 2 cents to $12.09. 

In other trading, the yield 
on the 10-year Treasury 
note was 1.90 percent. The 
yield on the note hit an 
eight-month high of 1.97 
percent in intraday trading 
Friday, according to prices 
from Tradeweb, an opera¬ 
tor of fixed-income mar¬ 
kets. Among other stocks 
making big moves: 

— Archer Daniels Midland 


dropped 4 percent. Ana¬ 
lysts at JP Morgan Chase 
said the ongoing drought 
in the Midwest will likely 
squeeze the crop-pro- 
cessing company’s profit 
margins. The analysts 
also started coverage 
on ADM's stock with a 
price target of $28, be¬ 
low where it opened for 
trading Monday. ADM 
fell $1.21 to $28.01. 

— Lowe’s Cos. fell 82 
cents to $34.76 after an¬ 
alysts at the money-man¬ 
agement firm Canac- 
cord cut their rating on 
the company to “sell" 
from “hold," saying that 
the home improvement 
company’s efforts to im¬ 
prove stores and sales 
won’t be successful. 

— Walgreen Co. gained 
85 cents to $38.03 after 
Jefferies analyst Scott A. 
Mushkin raised his rating 
on the drugstore chain to 
“buy" from “hold,” say¬ 
ing the company’s prof¬ 
its may get a boost from 
the flu season. Medicare 
drug plans and President 
Obama’s health-care 
overhaul. □ 


ING CEO puts out gloomy New Years’ message 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — ING Chief Execu¬ 
tive Jan Flommen is warning his staff 
that the Dutch bank doesn’t expect 
any “immediate improvement” in the 
coming year. In a New Years' mes¬ 
sage published Monday, Hommen 
thanked employees for their hard 
work hard in 2012 but added that 


“further cost-cutting” was needed 
for 2013. “Risk costs for the Bank have 
been increasing amid the economic 
downturn, and we don't foresee an 
immediate improvement,” Hommen 
said. “While we have initiated steps 
to reduce expenses, we are also con¬ 
fronted with headwinds," he said, cit¬ 


ing higher costs and taxes. 

In November, the company respond¬ 
ed to poor third-quarter results with 
plans to cut 2,350 jobs, around 2 per¬ 
cent of its workforce. 

Shares jumped 2.9 percent to €7.608 
Monday. ING reports fourth-quarter 
results on Feb. 13. □ 


NEED CASH TODAY? 
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Blondie 


I'M POSTING 
THAT IT'S 
TIME FOR 
ME TO 
TURN IN 
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GETTING ADDICTED TO 
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Get this-Blondie thinks I post 
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on my Facebook page 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 1/04 

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


Conceptis Sudoku 
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ACROSS 

1 Use a broom 
6 Mischief- 
makers 

10 Plays a role 

14 Slight coloring 

15 _ as a pin 

16 Apple’s center 

17 Zeal 

18 Actor Alan _ 

19 Abel’s killer 

20 Inhabitant 
22 Mailmen’s 

beats 

24 _ order; 
additional dish 

25 Repetition of a 
musical piece 

26 Eggnog topper 

29 Basket 
emotional 
wrecks 

30 Not _ longer; 
no more 

31 City leader 

33 Whiplash sites 
37 Bowling targets 
39 Reigned 

41 Sand mound 

42 Hard to climb 
44 Earn; deserve 

46 Buzzing insect 

47 Meanders 

49 Makes happen 
51 Courage 

54 Very short play 

55 Money returned 
to the buyer 

56 Unfaithful 

60 Pres. Chester 
_ Arthur 

61 Colorful cereal 

63 “La Boheme” or 
“Carmen” 

64 Group of actors 

65 Long-eared 
animal 

66 Infuriated 

67 Peepers 

68 Fills with holy 
wonder 

69 Dinner course 

DOWN 

1 Celebrity 

2 Metal thread 

3 Conclusions 

4 Conceit 


5 Daily, as a 
salary 

6 Nutty 

7 Dissolve 

8 Launch site 

9 Gazes 

10 Doomed; ill- 
fated 

11 Raccoon’s 
cousin 

12 Attempts 

13 Good judgment 
21 _ Allan Poe 
23 Unlocked 

25 More unusual 

26 Afternoon rests 

27 Military division 

28 Actress Daly 

29 Old King and 
Nat King 

32 Delicious 

34 Baby bears 

35 Leg joint 

36 Observes 

38 Maids & butlers 
40 Van Dyke and 
Van Patten 
43 Tennyson or 
Wordsworth 


45 Clothiers 

48 “Queen of 
Soul” 

50 Perfect place 

51 _ oneself; 
prepare for bad 
news 

52 Pass on, as a 
message 


53 Lower; demean 

54 Nines turned 
upside down 

56 Urgent 

57 Shout 

58 Region 

59 Actress Cheryl 

62 Uncooked 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































Kenya: 

Ivory poachers kill 11 elephants 


JEFFREY GETTLEMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 
NAIROBI, Kenya - A fam¬ 
ily of 11 elephants was 
slaughtered by ivory 
poachers and their tusks 
chopped off, Kenyan of¬ 
ficials said Monday, in one 
of the worst single episodes 
of poaching in Kenya in re¬ 
cent years. 

Kenyan officials said they 
discovered the 11 carcass¬ 
es in Tsavo East National 
Park, one of the country’s 
tourism gems, underscor¬ 
ing the danger poaching 
presents not only to the 
species but also to one of 
the cornerstones of the Ke¬ 
nyan economy. 

“All the carcasses had bul¬ 
let wounds,” said a state¬ 
ment from the Kenya Wild¬ 
life Service. 

Kenya - like just about ev¬ 
ery other country in Africa 
where elephants roam - 


has been besieged by in¬ 
creasingly wily and ruthless 
elephant poachers, driven 
by the soaring demand for 
ivory in Asia. A pound of 
ivory can now fetch more 
than $1,000 on the streets 
of Beijing, and as a result, 
tens of thousands of el¬ 
ephants are being slaugh¬ 
tered across Africa, more 
than at any other point in 
decades. 

“We’ve seen nothing as 
bad as this since the 1980s," 
said lain Douglas-Hamilton, 
a renowned elephant re¬ 
searcher in Kenya who has 
been studying elephants 
for decades. “We’re right 
back to where we were.” 
Several African rebel 
groups are now using ivory 
to finance their mayhem, 
and some U.S.-backed Af¬ 
rican militaries have also 
been implicated in wiping 
out elephants. Q 


Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 
Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv@hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 


Til: 5&2-06&7 7 
Seh*tlond str. 7D 
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Quality Apartments 

dio fi Loft Apts. *FuPly Furnished 

kitchen / A\ rte / Cable TV Pool 

Less than 1 mile, from Fogle Beach-A 4 Large dapermarkel£ 
Feel free To contact or vrsrT us . 

Man - Fn: aam-7jHH. Sat ■£ Sun: 9am-5pm 



Koyari 36 F 

Lovely 2 storey home 
with relaxing swimming 
pool and 6 bedrooms! 

Total constr.area is 327 m 2 , 
built on 611 m 2 of land. 
Property comes fully fenced, 
nicely landscaped, bomanite 
walkways and terraces,drip- 
system, L-shape swimming- 
pool, kitchen with appliances, 
fully airconditioned, gazebo, 
and much more. 


US $ 420.787,- 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 
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FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water, 
price reduce $150,000 
for more info. 594-6639 

198193 

FOR SALE 

Divi Village 

wk 1 1 bedroom $4250 
contact USA 716-239-0633 
or donbar58@roadrunner.com 

_ 198196 

FOR SALE/ RENT 

Divi Golf / beach wk 5 start 2/2 
2 Rm Pent house Rm 4211, gated, 
2 bath all amenities, roof hot tub- 
grillet $6950, equity value $16,700 
local till 12/8 

call: 565-9394 or 508-651-0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

197955 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 
2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $8500 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean and 
pool view $5000 
Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-4000 

room 324 jan. 6-12 & room 207 
jan. 12-19 

e-mail:jrenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198356 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 2014 
2 Bedroom- ocean pool view 
week 2&3 $12.00 per week 
week 2 one bedroom ocean pool 
view $1000 per week 
Contact Paradise Beach Villas 
297-587-4000 

room 324 jan. 6-12 & room 207 
jan. 12-19 

e-mail:jrenn34769@aol.com 
after jan. 19 call. 920-7882750 

198356A 


ARUBA 
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Christmas & New Year 
weeks 2013 

2 x one bedroom timeshare 
suite for rent in Aruba for wk 
51 and wk 52 for 2013 
contact: 

execsun2000@yahoo.com 

_ 198169 

FOR SALE 
Timeshare for sale 

2 wks at the Marriott Aruba 
Surf Club 2 Br / 2 B lock out 
unit Platinum time -ocean 
view NDZ1543@verison.net 
732-6687448 (US) 

_ 19799 6 

FOR RENT 
Marriott Ocean Club 

2 bedroom 2 bath, ocean 
view Christmas wk2013 
December 21-28 st 
Contact: ABC Rm 145 until 
1/07/13 USA 516-625-1996 
blevinem@aol.com $5,900 

_198168 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 586-4231 or 
xtmsriberg@hotmail.com 

197975 

FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in this 2 Br 
214 bath unit check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 
or call 562-0735 free pick up 

198153 

WEEK 52 WOW 

Divi Village Golf Resort 
Great ocean & pool view 
only $6950 

contact 564-2686 until 
01/07/12 or 
z3837@yahoo.de 

198184 

FOR RENT 
The Divi Phoenix 

week 2 (jan 12th-jan 19th) 

2 bedroom sunset side on the 
beach 

For rent $1500 for the week 
contact #564-0937 
ask for George 

198190 

FOR RENT 

Costa Linda 

2 bedroom & 2 bath, lockout 
January 7 -11 th $725 
Call: 566-2817 

198187 
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DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 

•snsu mrsm 

8 January 

Dr. Mungra 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Noord Tel: 586-4606 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 


Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 




Jan. 8 Eclipse 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Mock Mars trek finds down-to-Earth sleep woes 



This Nov. 4, 2011 file photo released by Moscow's Institute for Medical and Biological Problems Russia, shows researcher Sukhrob 
Kamolov leaving a set of windowless modules after a grueling 520-day simulation of a flight to Mars. 

Associated Press 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — As¬ 
tronauts have a down-to- 
Earth problem that could 
be even worse on a long 
trip toMars: They cannot 
get enough sleep. And 
over time, the lack of slum¬ 
ber can turn intrepid space 
travelers into drowsy couch 
potatoes, a new study 
shows. 

In a novel experiment, six 
volunteers were confined 
in a cramped mock space¬ 
ship in Moscow to simu¬ 
late a 17-month voyage. It 
made most of the would- 
be spacemen lethargic, 
much like birds and bears 
heading into winter, gear¬ 
ing up for hibernation. 

The men went into a pro¬ 
longed funk. Four had con¬ 
siderable trouble sleep¬ 
ing, with one having minor 
problems and the sixth 
mostly unaffected. Some 
had depression issues. 
Sometimes, a few of the 
men squirreled themselves 
away into the most private 
nooks they could find. They 
didn’t move much. They 
avoided crucial exercise. 
“This looks like something 
you see in birds in the win¬ 
ter,” said lead author David 
Dinges, a sleep expert at 
the University of Pennsylva¬ 
nia School of Medicine. 

The experiment was run 
and funded by Russian and 
European space agencies. 
A report on the simulation's 
effect on the men was 
published online Monday 
in the journal Proceedings 
of the National Academy 
of Sciences. 

Dinges said scientists can¬ 
not tell if the men's lethar¬ 
gy was just lack of sleep or 
was also caused by other 
factors: the close quar¬ 
ters, lack of privacy with 
so many cameras or being 


away from their families for 
so long. 

It’s a problem that has to 
be fixed — and can be — 
before astronauts are sent 
to Mars, as President Barack 
Obama proposes for the 
mid-2030s, Dinges said. The 
trip to Mars, Earth’s clos¬ 
est neighbor, would take 
about six months each 
way. 

The world record for con¬ 
tinuous time in space — 
14 months — is held by Dr. 
Valery Polyakov, who was 
on the Russian space sta¬ 
tion Mir in 1994 and 1995. 
American astronaut Scott 
Kelly and Russian cosmo¬ 
naut Mikhail Kornienko are 
scheduled to spend an en¬ 
tire year in space on the In¬ 
ternational Space Station, 
starting in 2015. 

When leaving confinement 
in November 2011, the six 
volunteers — three Rus¬ 
sians, a Frenchman, an Ital¬ 


ian-Colombian and a Chi¬ 
nese — called their experi¬ 
ence successful: “We can 
go forward and now plan 
to go toMars and move 
confidently," said volunteer 
Romain Charles of France. 
The data scientists collect¬ 
ed was not as rosy. Devices 
on the volunteers’ wrists 
measured their movements 
and showed that when 
they were asleep and 
awake they were moving 
much less than they should 
have been, an unexpect¬ 
ed and disturbing finding, 
Dinges said. 

One of the six volunteers 
— who were paid $100,000 
to live in the mock space¬ 
ship with limited and time- 
delayed contact with the 
outside world — slept near¬ 
ly half an hour less each 
night than he did when he 
started the mission, affect¬ 
ing how he went about his 
day, Dinges said. 

The loss of sleep matters be¬ 
cause astronauts will have 
to perform intricate tasks 
on the way to Mars and 
while on the red planet. 
And they have to do vigor¬ 
ous exercises daily to fight 
the toll that near-zero grav¬ 
ity takes on the bones and 
other parts of the body. 
And most of the volunteers 
weren't doing that. 

The Moscow study, based 
on the ground, could not 


take into account the add¬ 
ed difficulty of near-zero 
gravity. 

Former astronaut Michael 
Lopez-Alegria, who holds 
the American record for 
longest space mission, said 
he could relate to the study 
findings. During his 215 days 
in orbit on the space sta¬ 
tion, he sometimes had 
trouble getting back to 
sleep because he didn’t 
have a sense of lying down 
or having his head on a pil¬ 
low. 

The lack of sleep and lots 
of work caused him to 
sometimes nod off during 
the day, and the lack of 
gravity meant that when 
he fell asleep accidentally 
he would float away and 
awaken elsewhere in the 
station, he said. 

""It happened more than 
once, but I never thought 
it was a big deal. I thought 
it was amusing in a way,” 
Lopez-Alegria said in an in¬ 
terview. 

Excerpts from astronaut di¬ 
aries in a NASA report show 
prevalent sleep problems, 
with space station residents 
talking about nodding off 
while typing and obsessing 
over getting too much or 
too little sleep. 

“I just need sleep," one un¬ 
identified astronaut wrote. 
“The morning started di¬ 
sastrously. I slept through 


two (wake-up) alarms... 
My body apparently went 
on strike for better working 
conditions," wrote another. 
Jerry Linenger, a medical 
doctor and NASA astro¬ 
naut who spent more than 
four months on the Russian 
space station Mir in 1997, 
said he watched cosmo¬ 
nauts fall asleep in mid¬ 
conversation. And after a 
couple months, Linenger 
started having sleep prob¬ 
lems despite his best efforts, 
which included using eye 
shades and bungee cords 
to put pressure on his body. 
“It's kind of like you're 
wiped out after New Year’s 
Eve, kind of like a hangover 
or something,” Linenger 
said. 

“You are aware you’re not 
performing. So I’d be extra 
careful if I had to switch 
some buttons.” 

Later in 1997, a cosmonaut 
on Mir who had a sleepless 
night accidentally discon¬ 
nected a system that gath¬ 
ered solar power for the 
aging station, said Charles 
Czeisler, a sleep professor 
and space researcher at 
Flarvard Medical School. 
Czeisler, who wasn’t part of 
the Dinges study, said the 
new work was important 
in demonstrating the chal¬ 
lenges of a Mars mission. 
Astronauts do use sleeping 
pills to help them sleep.Q 
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Jimmy Kimmel moves to late-night’s sweet spot 


LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Dur¬ 
ing production of his final 
post-midnight show, Jimmy 
Kimmel's studio audience 
waited patiently while he 
taped a string of promo¬ 
tional spots. 

“Hey, Denver: You, me, 
now at 10:35. Let's not be 
weird about this,” the host 
quipped to the camera in 
his Hollywood Boulevard 
studio. 

“This will be good for us,” 
Kimmel said earnestly in an¬ 
other local station promo. 
The message in each spot 
— whether “Jimmy Kimmel 
Live" is on at 11:35 p.m. EST 
(0435 GMT) — is that Kim¬ 
mel will be playing in the 
same league as veterans 
Jay Leno and David Letter- 
man, starting Tuesday with 
guests Jennifer Aniston and 
No Doubt. 

The message Kimmel deliv¬ 
ered to a recent telecon¬ 
ference was equally con¬ 
cise: He won't be changing 
his style for the move, push¬ 
ing aside conventional wis¬ 
dom that edgier late-night 
humor won’t play in Peoria 
or elsewhere before the 
clock strikes 12. 

It’s “Jimmy Kimmel Live,” 
after all, that has given the 
world such brashly funny 
videos as the Matt Damon- 
Sarah Silverman musical 
romp with bleep-worthy lyr¬ 
ics. 

“There’s this idea that you 
need to broaden the show 
or make it ... more whole¬ 
some or something like that. 
And I think that’s a little bit 
out-of-date, that percep¬ 
tion," Kimmel told reporters. 
“I guess only time will tell,” 
he added, in his typically 
low-key delivery. 

Just as with Kimmel’s prom¬ 
ised approach to the most 
coveted time period in 
late-night, ABC is taking 
a bold step by swapping 
“Nightline” with his show. 
The news program, offering 
viewers a non-talk show op¬ 
tion, has been the period's 
ratings leader. 

But the network likely won’t 
be sweating the early re¬ 
turns, according to analyst 
Brad Adgate of Horizon 
Media. He says putting Kim¬ 
mel into the pre-midnight 
pocket, when more view- 




TV 

GUIDE 



This Nov. 12, 2012 file photo shows Jimmy Kimmel at the TV 
Guide Magazine's 2012 Hot List Party at Skybar at the Mondrian 
Hotel in West Hollywood, Calif. 

Associated Press 


ers are still up and watch¬ 
ing, is a strategy aimed at 
an inevitable future. 

“Leno and Letterman 
aren’t going to be doing 
this forever,” Adgate said, 
and ABC gives him a head 
start on establishing himself 
by putting him on now. 

“This is something you may 
scratch your head at now, 
but in five years from now 
he’s the incumbent and 
the leader" in the time pe¬ 
riod, the analyst said. 
Long-term schemes, of 
course, don’t always pan 
out. 

Despite anointing Conan 
O’Brien as its new “To¬ 
night” host five years be¬ 
fore he made the move in 
2009, NBC ended up with 
a mess on its hands that 
saw O’Brien bolt to TBS 
and Leno retake “Tonight” 
in 2010 after his short-lived 
prime-time series. 

Whether Kimmel gets a 
jump on his opponents- 
to-be — with Jimmy Fallon 
the expected pick for “To¬ 
night” — being the late- 
night ruler is a far different 
proposition than in Johnny 
Carson's day. The “Tonight” 
institution, operating virtual¬ 
ly unopposed, could aver¬ 
age a nightly audience of 
as much as 15 million. 

That's unimaginable in 
today’s fragmented TV 
world. Leno claims the top 
talk-show spot with some 
3.5 million average viewers, 
followed by Letterman on 
CBS with 2.8 million. “Jimmy 
Kimmel Live” was drawing 
under 2 million nightly view¬ 
ers at 12:05 Eastern but, ac¬ 
cording to Nielsen Co. rat¬ 


ings, finished up 2012 with a 
10-year viewership high. 
The demographics also 
have changed, with more 
advertiser-favored young 


viewers gravitating to ca¬ 
ble options such as Adult 
Swim or Comedy Central 
and increasingly likely to 
catch up online with the 
best moments of network 
late-night. 

But the 11:35 p.m. sweet 
spot remains the prize, and 
Kimmel may have more 
than the desire to succeed 
in mind. While he’s a long¬ 
time admirer of Letterman, 
he’s taken sharp public 
jabs at Leno, including 
blaming him for O’Brien’s 
ill-fated tenure at “Tonight.” 
So Kimmel is humble about 
competing directly with Let¬ 
terman (calling him a “leg¬ 
end in broadcasting” who 
shouldn’t bat an eye at the 
prospect of new competi¬ 
tion) but is throwing elbows 
at Leno, especially over the 
“Tonight” plan to get out 


ahead of “Jimmy Kimmel 
Live” by airing at 11:34 p.m. 
Eastern. 

“Well, I think NBC has had 
a lot of success moving Jay 
Leno earlier so it makes per¬ 
fect sense,” he said, dryly, 
referring to Leno's short¬ 
lived prime-time stint. Kim¬ 
mel dismissed the time-shift¬ 
ing as likely a brief “trick” to 
protect “Tonight” ratings, 
one that ultimately won’t 
matter. 

“This really isn't about the 
first month or about the first 
week or about the first night, 
it's a long-term thing," Kim¬ 
mel told reporters. “If we do 
well the first week. I’m sure 
there will be a lot of press 
given to that. But what re¬ 
ally matters is how you do in 
May, and that's when we’ll 
really know ... where we 
stand."□ 
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Bette Midler set to 
return to a Broadway 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The Di¬ 
vine Miss M is returning to 
Broadway, and not as just 
a producer. 

Bette Midler will star in John 
Logan’s new play "I’ll Eat 
You Last: A Chat With Sue 
Mengers" in the spring, 
marking the first time the 
Grammy, Tony and Gold¬ 
en Globe winner has been 
on Broadway in 30 years. 
The show opens April 24 at 
a Shubert theatre to be an¬ 
nounced later. 

Midler will play the leg¬ 
endary Hollywood agent 
Sue Mengers in the one- 
character play by Logan, 
who won a Tony for “Red” 
and wrote the screenplay 
for the James Bond movie 
“Skyfall." 



This June 14, 2012 file photo 
shows actress and singer 
Bette Midler at the 2012 
Songwriters Hall of Fame 
induction and awards gala in 
New York. Copyright 2013 

Associated Press. 

way debut in the chorus of 
“Fiddler on the Roof” and 
won a Tony in “Clams on 
the Half Shell." She last pro¬ 
duced the musical “Priscil- 


Jones, Lansbury still 
relish acting in their 80s 



Midler made her Broad- la Queen of the Desert. ”□ 


Actors James Earl Jones, left, and Angela Lansbury discuss their rolls in the play “Driving Miss 
Daisy” in Sydney, Australia, Monday, Jan. 7, 2013. Associated Press 


Oscar host Seth MacFarlane 
to announce nominations 



FILE - This Dec. 1, 2012 file photo shows Seth MacFarlane at the 
4th Annual Governors Awards in Los Angeles. Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — For 

the first time in 40 years, 
the host of the Academy 
Awards will help announce 
the Oscar nominations. 
Academy officials say 
Oscar host Seth MacFar¬ 
lane will join actress Emma 
Stone to reveal the nomi¬ 
nees for the 85th annual 
Academy Awards. 

This is the first time since 
1972 that an Oscar host 
has participated in the 


nominations announce¬ 
ment. Charlton Heston was 
the only other show host 
to announce Oscar nomi¬ 
nees. 

MacFarlane and Stone 
will reveal the contend¬ 
ers Thursday morning from 
the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences' 
headquarters in California. 
The Academy Awards will 
be presented Feb. 24 in Los 
Angeles.Q 


KRISTEN GELINEAU 
Associated Press 
SYDNEY (AP) — They’re 
starring in a play about a 
woman reluctant to age 
and the perils of passing 
time, but veteran actors 
James Earl Jones and An¬ 
gela Lansbury say that life 
in their 80s continues to be 
exciting thanks to their de¬ 
termination to keep doing 
what they love. 

Jones and Lansbury, in 
Australia to star in a touring 
production of Alfred Uhry's 
Pulitzer-Prize winning play 
“Driving Miss Daisy,” say 
the thrill of performing has 
propelled them through¬ 
out their decades-long ca¬ 
reers and gives them the 
energy necessary to keep 
up with their often grueling 
schedules. 

“First of all, wake up. Wake 
up and try to get your 
bones moving,” a grin¬ 
ning Jones, who turns 82 
this month, said Monday 
ahead of the cast’s first 
rehearsal. “And then be 
enthusiastic about what 
you do. I’m very enthusias¬ 
tic about acting still. I love 
the process of creating a 
character.” For 87-year-old 
Lansbury, whose seven-de¬ 
cade career has spanned 
stage, film and television, 
performing live gives her a 
rush that can’t be matched 
on the screen. “You get on 
stage and you really can 


let it out," she said, throw¬ 
ing her arms wide. “You’re 
not hampered by camera 
angles or lighting.” 
Lansbury, nominated for 
three Oscars and beloved 
for her role as amateur de¬ 
tective Jessica Fletcher on 
the long-running TV series 
“Murder, She Wrote,” said 
it was the stage that gave 
her a jolt of fresh inspiration 
later in life. 

“Coming back to the the¬ 
ater about seven years 
ago turned the tide for 
me, it really did. Because 
it gave me a career after 
70,” she said. “I could still 
work in the theater and 
play great roles, but it 
wasn’t so easy to continue 
as a motion picture ac¬ 
tress. Which I was very glad 
of — I didn't like the way 
we were making movies ... 
the kind of roles I would like 
to play didn’t seem to exist. 
But I love the theater and, 
as it turned out, it was the 
thing to do.” 

Both actors jumped at 
the chance to perform in 
“Driving Miss Daisy," which 
began as an off-Broad- 
way play and inspired the 
Oscar-winning film starring 
Jessica Tandy and Morgan 
Freeman. The play follows 
the evolving friendship 
of Daisy and her chauf¬ 
feur Hoke in the American 
South over 25 years. 

“When I saw Morgan do 


it, I said ‘I'd like to play 
that role,”’ Jones said. 
“I thought I understood 
(Hoke) and I want to un¬ 
derstand him more.” 

Jones was also attracted to 
the role because of Hoke's 
illiteracy. Jones, famous 
for his distinctive baritone 
voice, suffered from a de¬ 
bilitating stutter as a child 
that left him virtually mute 
until he was 14. An English 
teacher mentored him un¬ 
til he discovered his voice, 
which then led to his act¬ 
ing career. Now, he finds 
particular fulfillment when 
playing characters who 
struggle with language. 
“Hoke Colburn is such a 
character. He’s illiterate, 
but he speaks English ... 
and uses it very effective¬ 
ly and very poetically," 
Jones said. “That’s what I 
love about the role, trying 
to understand how he re¬ 
weaves language so he 
gets himself across.” 
Lansbury said it was the 
play's setting in the Ameri¬ 
can South that helped at¬ 
tract her to the role of Dai¬ 
sy. “I understand the south¬ 
ern mentality,” she said. “I 
went to drama school with 
a number of young wom¬ 
en who came from (the 
South) and I never forgot 
them and I never forgot 
the way they spoke. Their 
accents were so interest¬ 
ing to me.'O 
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Escaping Slavery 



John Boehner, American Hero 


CHARLES M. BLOW 
© 2013 New York Times 

America has slavery on the 
brain these days. 

There were the recent releases 
of the movies “Lincoln” (which 
I found enlightening and enjoy¬ 
able) and “Django Unchained” 
(which I found a profound love 
story with an orgy of excesses 
and muddled moralities). I guess 
my preferences reflect my pen¬ 
chant for subtlety. Sometimes 
a little bit of an unsettling thing 
goes a long way, and a lot goes 
too far. 

Aside from its gratuitous gori¬ 
ness, “Django Unchained” re¬ 
portedly used the N-word more 
than 100 times. 

“Lincoln” used it only a handful. 
I don’t know exactly where my 
threshold is, but I think it’s well 
shy of the century mark. 

And there was this week the 
150th anniversary of the Eman¬ 
cipation Proclamation, one of 
the most important documents 
in this country’s archives. 

All of this has caused me to 
think deeply about the long 
shadow of slavery, the legacy 
of that most grievous enterprise 
and the ways in which that poi¬ 
son tree continues to bear fruit. 
To be sure, America has moved 
light-years forward from the 
days of slavery. But the idea that 
progress toward racial harmony 
would or should be steady and 
continuous is fraying. And the 
pillars of the institution - the fun¬ 
damental devaluation of dark 
skin and strained justifications 
for the unconscionable - have 
proved surprisingly resilient. 

For instance, in October, The Ar¬ 
kansas Times reported that Jon 
Hubbard, a Republican state 
representative, wrote in a 2009 
self-published book that “the 
institution of slavery that the 
black race has long believed 
to be an abomination upon 
its people may actually have 
been a blessing in disguise.” His 
misguided point was that for 
all the horrors of slavery, blacks 
were better off in America than 
in Africa. 

This was a prevailing, wrong¬ 
headed, ethically empty jus¬ 
tification for American slavery 
when it was legal. 

Robert E. Lee wrote in 1856: 
“The blacks are immeasurably 
better off here than in Africa, 
morally, physically, and social¬ 
ly. The painful discipline they 
are undergoing is necessary 
for their further instruction as a 
race, and will prepare them, I 


hope, for better things.” 

And in a famous 1837 speech 
on the Senate floor, John C. 
Calhoun declared: “I hold that 
in the present state of civiliza¬ 
tion, where two races of differ¬ 
ent origin, and distinguished 
by color, and other physical 
differences, as well as intel¬ 
lectual, are brought together, 
the relation now existing in the 
slaveholding States between 
the two, is, instead of an evil, a 
good - a positive good.” 

Lee was later appointed com¬ 
mander in chief of the armies 
of the South, and Calhoun be¬ 
came secretary of state. But 
in November, Hubbard lost his 
seat; I guess that’s progress. 

Still, the persistence of such a ri¬ 
diculous argument does not sit 
well with me. And we should all 
be unsettled by the tendency 
of some people to romanticize 
and empathize with the Con¬ 
federacy. 

A Pew Research Center poll re¬ 
leased in April 2011 found that 
most Southern whites think it’s 
appropriate for modern-day 
politicians to praise Confeder¬ 
ate leaders, the only demo¬ 
graphic to believe that. 

A CNN poll also released that 
month found that nearly 4 in 10 
white Southerners sympathize 
more with the Confederacy 
than with the Union. 

What is perhaps more problem¬ 
atic is that negative attitudes 
about blacks are increasing. 
According to an October sur¬ 
vey by The Associated Press: 
“In all, 51 percent of Americans 
now express explicit anti-black 
attitudes, compared with 48 
percent in a similar 2008 survey. 
When measured by an implicit 
racial attitudes test, the number 
of Americans with anti-black 
sentiments jumped to 56 per¬ 
cent, up from 49 percent during 
the last presidential election.” 
Not progress. 

In fact, it feels as though slav¬ 
ery as an analogy has become 
subversively chic. Herman Cain, 
running as a Republican presi¬ 
dential candidate, built an en¬ 
tire campaign around this not- 
so-coded language, saying 
that he had left 

“the Democrat plantation,” 
calling blacks “brainwashed” 
and arguing, “I don’t believe 
racism in this country today 
holds anybody back in a big 
way.” As the best-selling author 
Michelle Alexander pointed out 
in her sensational 2010 book 
“The New Jim Crow,” various 
factors, including the methodi¬ 
cal mass incarceration of black 
men, has led to the disintegra¬ 
tion of the black family, the dis¬ 
enfranchisement of millions of 
people, and a new and very 
real era of American oppres¬ 
sion. 

As Alexander confirmed to me 
Friday: “Today there are more 
African American adults un¬ 
der correctional control - in 
prison or jail, on probation or 
parole - than were enslaved 
in 1850, a decade before the 
Civil War began.” Definitely not 
progress.Q 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2013 New York Times 

Here are a few things that hap¬ 
pened to John Boehner, osten¬ 
sibly one of the most powerful 
men in Washington, during the 
past two weeks. 

First his own backbenchers blew 
up his attempt at a fiscal cliff 
negotiating maneuver. Then 
he had to step back and let 
Joe Biden and Mitch McCon¬ 
nell hammer out the details of 
the fiscal cliff deal, which he 
then had to shepherd through 
his own legislative body with 
more Democratic than Republi¬ 
can votes. The next day he was 
dressed down on national tele¬ 
vision by a grandstanding Chris 
Christie. The day after that, he 
survived an utterly incompetent 
revolt against his re-election as 
speaker of the House. 

These tribulations have earned 
Boehner press coverage that’s 
sympathetic without being 
particularly respectful. It’s in¬ 
creasingly taken for granted 
that he’s an ineffective speaker 
who holds his position mostly 
because nobody else wants 
the job - an anti-Sam Rayburn, 
a survivor who’s liked but not 
feared. The only compliments 
he ever seems to earn are 
backhanded, rueful, there-but- 
for-the-grace-of-God-go-l. 

Yet at the same time, Boehner 
has done his country a more 
important service over the last 
two years than almost any other 
politician in Washington. 

That service hasn’t been the 
achievement of a grand bar¬ 
gain with the White House, 
which he has at times assidu¬ 
ously sought. Nor has it been the 
sweeping triumph over liberal¬ 
ism that certain right-wing ac¬ 
tivists expect him to somehow 
gain. Rather, it’s been a kind of 


disaster management - a se¬ 
quence of bomb-defusing op¬ 
erations that have prevented 
our dysfunctional government 
from tipping into outright crisis. 
Three realities have made these 
constant defusing operations 
necessary. First, there’s the 
grim economic and budgetary 
situation - a mix of slow growth 
and huge peacetime deficits 
that constrains policy makers 
in unprecedented ways. (It’s 
far, far easier to be a success¬ 
ful legislator when you’re nego¬ 
tiating over an expanding pie.) 
Second, there’s the combina¬ 
tion of gridlocked government 
and ideological polarization, 
which simultaneously requires 
compromise while reducing the 
common ground available to 
would-be deal makers. 

Such obstacles might be 
enough to frustrate even the 
legislative giants of the past. 
Pundits talk blithely about the 
good old days of bipartisanship, 
but there’s no real precedent in 
modern American history for a 
bipartisan bargain in which two 
bitterly divided sides both ac¬ 
cept so many painful sacrifices. 
The Republicans’ current posi¬ 
tion makes things harder still, 
because Boehner’s party has 
much more power in Washing¬ 
ton than it has support in the 
nation as a whole. Republicans 
are a minority party nationally, 
but thanks to redistricting they 
control the House despite Dem¬ 
ocrats’ 2012 successes. This mis¬ 
match leaves the base spoiling 
for fights that can’t actually be 
won: House Republicans have 
just enough real power to raise 
conservative expectations but 
not nearly enough to bend a 
liberal president and a Demo¬ 
cratic Senate to their will. 
Boehner’s job, then, requires 
constantly pushing hard 
enough to persuade his caucus 
that he’s maximizing Republi¬ 
can leverage, while simultane¬ 
ously looking for ways to make 
small, can-kicking deals at the 
last possible moment. Which 
he’s always found, by hook or 
by crook: there was no govern¬ 
ment shutdown in the spring 
of 2011, no debt default that 


summer, and the fiscal cliff was 
averted (at least temporarily) 
last week. 

The fact that all these crises 
have been resolved at the 11th 
hour, amid persistent brinkman¬ 
ship and repeated near-death 
moments for his speakership, 
isn’t a sign that he’s a failure. 
Instead, given the correlation 
of forces he’s dealing with, this 
is what success looks like. (For a 
glimpse of the alternative, just 
imagine rerunning the last two 
years with Newt Gingrich in the 
speaker’s chair.) 

You might say that this is no 
way to run a government. I’d 
agree. But the nation’s polariza¬ 
tion and his party’s dysfunction 
are beyond a speaker’s ability 
to undo. As Democrats learned 
across the 1970s and ‘80s, 
the House is a poor base from 
which to rebuild a national par¬ 
ty. Nobody blames Tip O’Neill or 
Jim Wright for failing to do what 
Bill Clinton and Barack Obama 
ultimately achieved. And any¬ 
one who thinks that Boehner 
would transform the Republi¬ 
can Party for the better by, say, 
resigning his leadership position 
and excoriating his colleagues 
should watch fewer Aaron Sor- 
kin shows. 

No, the way out of our predica¬ 
ment is through the ballot box, 
not the speaker’s office. Either 
Democrats need to consolidate 
their advantages and win back 
the House or Republicans need 
to find a way to start winning 
national elections again, at 
which point the current impasse 
will be broken and policy will tilt 
more clearly toward the left or 
right. 

Until then, we’re stuck with the 
cycle of brinkmanship - another 
debt-ceiling debate, another 
shutdown possibility, the spend¬ 
ing portion of the fiscal cliff. 

It would probably be better 
to call the whole thing off and 
accept that the fiscal picture 
won’t change much in two 
years. But if we’re going to go 
through it again, I’m glad that 
the speaker who prevented 
dysfunction from producing di¬ 
saster last time is around to try 
againQ 
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Snowy adventure in Maine’s idyllic backcountry lodges 


LYNN DOMBEK 
Associated Press 
GREENVILLE, Maine (AP) 

— If you love the idea 
of cross-country skiing or 
snowshoeing through a 
snowy forest, stoking a 
wood stove at midnight, 
and eating great meals in 
good company around 
long wooden tables, 
then consider a winter 
adventure in northern 
Maine. 

The Appalachian Mountain 
Club (AMC) operates 
backcountry lodges in the 
Moosehead Lake region 
of Maine near Greenville. 
In winter, visitors reach the 
lodges by skiing in, and 
snowshoeing is also popular 
on nearby trails. The trip 
is ideal for those who are 
moderately athletic, game 
to test their cross-country 
or snowshoeing skills, and 
not averse to extreme 
winter weather. If you're 
sociable by nature, you’ll 
find your fill of community 
and conversation at the 
communal dinner tables. 
If you tend toward the 
solitary, that too is easily 
found in the private cabins 
and big wilderness of 
Maine. 

My traveling companion 
Donna Lawlor and I set off 
forthe lodges from Portland, 
Maine’s biggest city, in the 
midst of a nor’easter. The 
150-mile (241-kilometer) 
car trip took five hours due 
to the storm. We arrived 
in whiteout conditions at 
the AMC's winter parking 
lot, where our luggage 
was picked up by friendly 
AMC staff on snowmobiles. 
Guests can have one item 
per person transported to 
the lodges this way, so you 
only need to carry a map 
and a backpack of basic 
emergency gear on the 
trail. 

It was 22 degrees 
Fahrenheit (minus five 
Celsius) with heavily falling 
snow as we headed to our 
first destination. Little Lyford 
Lodge and Cabins, by 
cross-country ski. The trail 
was snowed over as fast as 
workers could groom it. We 
struggled a bit in the strong 
winds and blowing snow 
but slogged on. The six-mile 
(10-kilometer) trek to the 
lodge took three hours. 

The Little Lyford camps 


were built in 1874 to house 
lumbermen who worked 
the forests around the West 
Branch of the Pleasant 
River. “The camps inherited 
their layout from the 
logging days — individual 
cabins cluster around a 
dining lodge that serves 
meals, with a pond or river 
nearby,” wrote Sarah Jane 
Shangraw in the 2005 issue 
of AMC's Appalachia 
journal. And indeed, as we 
skied down a hill into camp, 
you could almost imagine 
the scene 100 years earlier, 
with the rough log buildings 
and smoke curling out of 
the chimneys — until we 
spied two large solar panels 
on a south-facing hill. 

The Lyford crew, led 
by manager Chuck 
James, was amiable and 
welcoming. After we were 
shown where the weather 
reports are posted and the 
location of the showers, 
sauna and composting 
toilets, we were taken to 
our little cabin on a hill. It 
was outfitted with bunks. 


This December 2012 photo shows a rustic cabin in the snow at the Appalachian Mountain Club's 
Little Lyford Lodge and Cabins, a backcountry wilderness lodge near Greenville, Maine. In winter, 
visitors can reach the lodges and cabins only by cross-country skiing in. 

(AP Photo/Lynn Dombek) 


nine cabins and bunkhouse 
but rarely has that many 
guests. At our first meal, 
16 people sat at two long 
tables. 

Our dinner companions 
ranged in age from 12 


This December 2012 photo shows Donna Lawlor cross-country 
skiing on the Lodge to Lodge trail between camps at the 
Appalachian Mountain Club's backcountry wilderness lodge 
near Greenville, Maine. 

(AP Photo/Lynn Dombek) 


a wood stove, a dresser 
and a gas lamp for light 
(no electricity). Perfect, 
I thought to myself, as I 
brought in more wood to 
stoke the fire. 

All meals are included in 
the lodging rate (which 
starts at $101 a person for 
cabins), and the hearty 
dinner of warm soup, steak 
tips, rice and vegetables 
was served promptly at 
6 p.m. (Vegetarian and 
other special diets can be 
accommodated.) Lyford 
can house 50 people in its 


to 60-something, a mix 
of couples, families and 
friends. We talked about 
our next day plans, 
comparing maps and 
routes. Catherine and 
Curt Menyhart of South 
Portland were doing a 15- 
mile (24-kilometer) loop 
between lodges. Others 
were trekking to Gulf Hagas, 
a gorge also known as the 
“Grand Canyon of Maine.” 
We chose an ungroomed 
trail around two ponds. 
The trail’s 18 inches (46 
centimeters) of newly fallen 


snow made a soft landing 
for the repeated falls I 
took while getting used to 
skiing again after a 25-year 
hiatus. 

We also skied some of the 
groomed AMC trails, which 
are clearly marked and are 
rated easy, intermediate 
or difficult. Curt Menyhart 
puzzled awhile over the 
“C2C" marking on the trails 
he and Catherine took 
between two lodges until 
he figured out it meant 
“Camp to Camp.” Some 
trails also double as routes 
forsnowmobiling, a popular 
sport in Maine. 

The AMC bought Little 
Lyford in 2003 and since 
then has conserved nearly 
70,000 acres (28,000 
hectares) and built 80 
miles (129 kilometers) of 
trails. “If we can help build 
a stronger economy by 
providing newopportunities 
for outdoor recreation and 
nature-based tourism, get 
local kids out . through 
a concerted effort of 
environmental education, 
we’ll have succeeded 
in not only protecting a 
priceless natural resource 
but also in contributing to 
the overall health of the 
local community," said 
AMC senior vice president 
Walter Graff in an email. 
After two nights at Little 
Lyford, we spent our final 
two nights at the AMC’s 
Gorman Chairback Lodge 
and Cabins, which another 
guest, Dennis Encarnation 


of Boston, characterized 
as going “from rustic to 
deluxe.” Unlike Little Lyford, 
Gorman’s four modern 
cabins have private 
bathrooms and electricity. 
Gorman also offers eight 
rustic cabins and a 
bunkhouse for 12. Meals are 
a bit more sophisticated 
than at Lyford, and you 
can buy beer or wine. It 
would be hard to mistake 
it for a 19th century logging 
camp, save forthe towering 
pine trees that surround 
the older cabins by the 
lake. But it’s charming still 
and the remote location 
does offer a retreat. 
Encarnation's wife, Kathryn 
Graven, said she wanted a 
getaway with no computer 
or phones; the couple 
and their two sons spent 
evenings playing games 
like Boggle and cribbage. 
Our snowshoe trek the 
next day took us alongside 
Henderson Brook. We 
could hear it running 
under the snow and saw it 
in open spots in the ice. It 
was snowing again and the 
winds blew hard through 
the high tops of massive 
pine and hardwood trees 
on the ridge. The crackle 
of beech leaves still 
clinging to frozen branches 
complemented the shush- 
shush of our snowshoes 
through the deep snow. In 
a few spots, we used ropes 
the AMC strung across the 
brook to move ourselves 
along.Q 























